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Chapter 1:Introduction
1.1 Introduction

The2@0Cl ¢aidiz2y ¢26y tfly YINJl& (GKS Y2a0G NBOSyd AGSNI G

guidance document, which was last updated and approv&dii¥. This revision of the Town Plan is

intended to reflect the changes, opportunities and challenges that have occurred since the adoption of the
2014 Town Plan, set goals for the Town in the various areas covered in the Plan, and provide guidance and
sei LIR2fAOASAE F2NIClLeadz2yQa 7FdzidaNBo

The authority and requirement to adopt and implement the Town Plan come from the Vermont Planning
FYR 5S@St2LISyd ! 062 wn x{!3 [/ KFLGSNI MmmTI 66KAOK

Yy Encourage responsible use and careful stedghip of natural resources, scenic beauty, rural
character, and cultural heritage;

Identify, maintain, preserve, and enhance natural features and environmental quality for the
benefit of future generations;

Accommodate a reasonable rate of populationwtio that does not overburden Town services

scenic beauty, rural character, and high quabityife;

Promote the development of a wide variety of housing types to meet the needs of residents;
Guide development in a manner which preserves important community resources, while allowing
for appropriate land uses in suitable locations; and

Maintain areasonable balance between communitgposed limitations on land use and the

rights of individual landowners.

S

1.2 Purpose of the Town Plan

The Town Plan has several purposes. It sets the shadtlongrange goals that guide planning, budgeting,

and policydecisions made by local boards and officials, including the capital budget and changes to Town
bylaws. It guides local decision making in the subdivision and site plan review process. It is also an
important guidance document for Act 250 (Environmentali®eyand Section 248 (Utility Siting)

proceedings, as both require applicants to demonstrate conformance with the adopted Town Plan. It also
SaldlofAaKSa LRftAOASAE T2NJ GKS ¢26yQa AYyiuSNIOlAz2ya

The Town Rin is also used by public and private agencies, such as the Vermont Land Trust, the Vermont
Agency of Transportation, the Agency of Commerce and Community Development, and the Department of
Fish and Wildlife when making decisions to fund conservationnpigrand infrastructure projects. It is

thus extremely important to revise and-aopt the Town Plan at least every eight years, to ensure the
¢t26yQa OdzNNByld O2yRAGAZ2YE YR 0Said AyidSNBada I NB

1.32019 Fayston Town Survey

Much of the information that is presented in this Town Plan is based on the results of the 2019 Fayston
Town Survey, which was completed by 206 individuals: 163 frortirdlresidents, 32 from paitime
residents, and 11 from those who own property iry§tan but that do not reside in TowBased on the
number of occupied housing units in Fayston, this indicates that response ratespm@eimately29%

for full- time residents and% for parttime residents. Unlikprevious years, the most current segv
allowed for more than one response per househalasrefore,any household percentages reported are
slightly off.

LJIN

FYR FIFOAfAGASEAY 2NJ F ROSNERSf e | FFSOU0 G(KS ¢246yQa
{dzLILI2 NI o0dzaAySaasSa yR AYyRdZAGNARSE (GKFG FNB O2Y

)¢
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1.4 Successes, Challenges, and Opportunities

Following the 2014 Plan update, the Planning Commission undertook a detdBed@ A a A 2y 2 F Cl @a il
Use Regulations (LUR). After several-attdinded public hearings, most of the proposed changes were

adopted by the Selectboard. The one aspect of the draft Regulations that was not included in the final
document was the inckion of a Natural Resource Overlay District which would have required Conditional

Use review for proposed development in ecologically sensitive portions of Town. Otherwise, the LUR

revisions included updated definitions, clarification of steep slope dgveént, changes to requirements

regarding wind and solar installations, and some housekeeping edits.

The 2019 Town Survey reveals that Fayston residents have fairly strong opinions on many issues.
Importantly, there are high levels of agreement on mostiéss The opinions of falime residents are in

general very similar to those of patitne residents.

wSaARSyilda o0StAS@PS GKIFIG GKS ¢2¢6yQa IAINBIGSad FaaSdaa
beauty, and rural character. Preservatiodnwater quality, rural character, and wildlife habitat and

corridors topped the list in importance when balancing development with local qualities. A majority of both
full-time and parttime residents concur that the Town must ensure that new developmesggrves

important Town features and natural resources. The Survey also indicates very strong support for

restricting highelevation development.

For the most part, the Town has been able to maintain its character while accommodating reasonable
growth. However, Fayston continues to grow. Currently there are a significant number of undeveloped lots
throughout the Town, and new subdivisions are applied for every year. The effects of this parcelization will
be increasingly visible as these lots are built upoaying forward, the Town is challenged with how to

best maintain its character as growth continues.

1.5Plan and Format

¢CKS Hamgp OSNEBAZ2Y 2F Cleéadz2zyQa ¢2gy tftly Aa |y dzZJRI
RSaANBa 27F (K Sothp@nsayiedtand W&tinie Rg¢ plaa consists of ten chapters that

provide a significant amount of information that intends to help public and private officials make well
AYF2NYSR L2t AOCed RSOAAAZ2YA YR (G2 2dz2ifAyS | @GA&aA2Y

These chpters include:

1. Introduction

2. History

3. Ecology

4. CommunityProfile
5. Land Use

6. Housing

7. Transportation

8. CommunityFacilities
9. Recreation

10. Economy

Each chapter provides Goals and Objectives that outline the steps to be taken to achieve the vision of the
Town Plan.
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The ideas and opinions of local residents are welcome. The Plan is a living document that has been updated
at five-year intervals and will continue to be updated at least every eight years, and input regarding future
revisions is appreciated at any time.
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Chapter 2:History and Historic Resources

2.1 Introduction

More than any other single factor, Fayston's rugged terrain has shaped its history. Reputed to have the
highest average elevation of any town in Vermont, the high lateral ridge along the western botiaker of
Townis a significant barrier that directed the Town's growth down towards the Mad River Valley towns of
Moretown and Waitsfield. Today Fayston is essentially a rural residential community; and the reliance on
Waitsfield, and to some degree Moretown, as Fay& service center is even more significant.

¢ KA&a OKLFLIWISNI LINBASyYy (a igsedlgthSryBevebpmest and Growdhdvetigied & KA &
and the character of the Towntoday Y R G KS ¢2gy Qa KAAG2NARO | yR | NOKI S;

2.2 History of Fagton

Humans have resided in Vermont for over 10,000 years, beginning with-Pdiens who hunted large

game on the tundrdike land. As the forests grew to permeate the land, the people and their skills evolved

to benefit from the changing flora and faanThe Abenaki people settled in Vermont, making use of the

abundant resources offered along the rivers, including the Mad River and its tributaries. With the migration

of Europeans into the region began rapid conflict with and change to the Abenaki \ay after these

new arrivals controlled the area the land was considered open for further settlement. This period of the

fIraS mTnnQa Aa oKSY Ylrye SN2yl (2¢6ya SaidlofAakKSR

2.3 Charter and Settlement

Fayston was d@rtered on February 2, 1782 when Governor Thomas Chittenden signed a charter

establishing a township, comprising approximately thaty square miles, to Ebenezer Walbridge and his
GFraazo0Al GSa¢e¢d ¢KAa aAiAdyAiy3a 2 0Cde=ENBhRd the neigBodidg G 62 RI @
town of Waitsfield. The Town was named for Joseph Fay, the first Secretary of the Council of Safety of
Vermont. Fay was a member of the Fay family of Bennington. The Fays operated the Catamount Tavern in
Bennington, a populagathering place for the Green Mountain Boys and a meeting place for the Council of
Safety. It appears, however, that Joseph Fay never owned land in Fayston.

Fayston was among the many Vermont towns chartered in the late @8ntury that were sold to

proprietors, most of whom were land speculators. In keeping with public policy of populating land for both
O2YYSNDS IyR RSTSyasSs (GKS OKFNISNI Of SINI& AyiSyRSR
shall plant and cultivate two acres of landddouild a house at least eighteen feet square on the floor or
KFEIgS 2yS FlLyYafte aSiaftSR 2y SIOK akKINB 2F G4KS flyR
FANBSYSYylG GoAlKAY GKS GAYS fAYAGSR thidstaelinddegdtod KS f |
0S NBIAINIYGSRPE 10 GKS (GAYSE (KSasS flFyR aLISOdz I (2 N&
independent republic by raising money to support its government, pay its soldiers and defend its frentiers

most notably Lake Changdh, which was threatened by the British. Withidy2ars, much of the State's

land became vested in a handful of landowners through tax sales, swapping and some purchases
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2.4 19" Century Mills and Farms

The settlement of Fayston began in 1798. In that yegnde Wait cleared land and "rolled up" a log house

on Bragg Hill. The land he settled later became the Vasseur farm, which was the Town's last remaining dairy
farm when it stopped operations in 1987. The Waitsfield connection was a strong one. mdagtpeople

in Waitsfield seemed to think it would make sense if the land to the west were to become part of their

town. In 1804, Waitsfield voted to ask the proprietors of Fayston to join them in petitioning the General
Assembly for annexation. But the mement fizzled. Fayston residents, it seemed, were not so enthusiastic,

and in 1805 the settlement officially organized as a Town

f

its own.

While Fayston never developed a mill village like those in
Waitsfield and Warren, there were large lumbering
operations and a number slawmills along Shepard and Mi
Brooks. Merlin Ward was one of the owners of the Ward
Lumber Company, a Moretown operation that cut a
significant number of trees in the Fayston forests. In the
mid-1800s, Hiram Ward began lumbering in the neighborin
hills of Duxbury and erected mills in Duxbury and Moretoy
to manufacture lumber products. In 1890 Ward purchased
sizeable tract in the Big Basin area and, in time, Ward

Lumbering in Fayston

In former times when a lumber
company harvested an area, they set up
a logging camp consisting of at least a
cookhouse and a bunkhouse. The tract
was then clear-cut. Each time they
moved to a new location, a new camp
had to be re-established. Merlin Ward
Jonce quipped that the hills and
M'mountains in Fayston were so rugged

&hat when a camp was moved, even the
bed bugs had to get off the wagons and

Lumber Company would become one of the largest walk.
landowners in Town. But Hiram and compavsre by no
means the first to earn a living from trees. In 1816, when
Joseph Marble built a sawmill along Shepard Brook, it wo
be the first one in Town. It would also be the first of many sawmills along and above this stream. Marble,
and those who fotlwed him, realized the value to be had in lumber, and it was timber that would prove to
0S GKS o0l O1o2yS 2F CI @&aid2yQaoeeivhasdidsbils vefeR A &
established on aptipamed Mill Brook, including clapboamlls run by 8muel Dana, C.D. Billings, and

Hugh Baird. The Boyce, Brighham, and Durkee families all operated mills in North Fayston as did John
Grandfield, who ran a mill in the Big Basin area. By the turn of the century, Grandfield owned the largest
sawing and millig operation in Town. Evidence also exists of a stpamered mill operating in Big Basin
sometime after the Boyce and Grandfield mills.

-Fayston Historic Sites and Homes Tour

1
UTu

2yt 8

Mills existed in other areas of Town as well. John Chase operated a shingle mill on Chase Brook.
CNBYy OK Y y Q &e sitehoBaavijll operatéd byi Daniel Posnett as well as a clapboard mill run by E. &
ho 5 @Aad LG A& 0StASOSR (KIFG CNBYOKYlIyQa NR 2 1
lumberjacks who worked in the area.

s

g |

2.5 Early Government and Education

Thegovernment of the Town of Fayston was organized in 1805. Its major task was to establish, and provide
d0K22ftAy3 F2NJ AYONBI aAy3a ydzYoSNA 2F GKS aSdidf SNAQ
of its own, described by Reba Hall in #g/ston Historic Sites and Homes Tour

Between the arrival of the first settler, Lynde Wait, in 1798 and the 1800 census four
more pioneers with their families had arrived, increasing the inhabitants to eighteen. It
is uncertain how many people were iretiiown when it was organized August 6, 1805.
We do know that between the 1800 and 1810 census twambymore families had
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arrived swelling the population count to 149 (only nine less than the 158 inhabitants left

in Fayston at the time of the 1960 censws)d some of the increase was due to the

beginning of development in North Fayston. Shepard Brook was a significant source of

power, and along its banks lumber mills were built, turning out, among other things,

building products useful for further devefopnt. Flat lumber coming out of the mills

AYLINRQPSR O2yadNHzOGAZ2Y GSOKyAljdzSad b&g aLX | yqé
lower cost than the traditional log houses. Clapboard and shingle mills provided similar

building advances. As this industmggy, so did the concentration of people living in

North Fayston. In fact, by 1879, growth in the area prompted the people of North

Fayston to open a post office, just to the west of the Nahéol.

In 1809 the Town voted that the Town be organized as one s&murently some
guestions arose as plans began to be made to build a schoolhouse. Just prior to the
warning that was issued to meet to vote for the school, it was voted to divide the Town
into two districts, the second district to be all the area North of Shepard brook and to be
known as the North School District. This action left it open to issue a warning to the
inhabitants of the First School District to proceed with plans to build #tes@ihood

house.

The Town's first schoolhouse opened in 1812, at a cost of $159.75, and had 25 students from the ten
families living in Town. By 1844, when the Town's population was about 650, the Town had ten school
districts and educated 263 pupils. Acding to the Fayston Historical Society, in 1844 henber 4 School

in North Fayston had 22 students, Number 2 in North Fayston had 69, and Number 9 in South Fayston had
52. The remaining students were educated in homes, and a few attended schooldsfidMai Mrs. Hall's

history continues:

By the time of the 1830 Census the population had exploded (458 inhabitants). In the
meantime the North School District was divided, with a little west of what is now Dunbar
Hill Road becoming District #2 and thatthe east becoming District #4; the boundaries

of the latter were shifted around considerably. No evidence has been found that there
was ever a schodlouse in this area until this building was erected. We do have a bank
recording the last Tuesday of M&rcl869 and carrying it through to 1893 when the

State mandated that all district school systems administered by the inhabitants of the
district become a part of a single town system, administered by the town. Many of the
district school buildings contindeo be used under the same district number but were
phased out as population declined.

Apparently, the Town continued teaching in the various District schoolhouses until all the students could be
absorbed into two schools. Fifteen students in South Faystent to District 9 School, now the Burley
Partnership offices, and sixteen students in North Fayston went to District 4 School. District 4 School was
closed in the 1950s, and all students went to the District 9 School until the Fayston Elementary&shool
built in 1963.

2.6 Religion

When the Town was very young, it was common for residents to travel to neighboring towns to worship:

those living in South Fayston would attend service in Waitsfield; those in North Fayston would attend in
Moretown. In time th&a would change and there was a period in its history that Fayston supported its own
O2yaANBIILGA2yad LYy myum>I OAGAT Sya F2NX¥SR (KS cCcreaidz
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of land. Religion was integral to the life of early residents and the position of minister, like schoolmaster,
was held in high regard. For this reason, congregations did whatever they could to support their minister.

As part of their compensation, it was common in those days to give the minister a piece of land. For one,
land was more plentiful than money. We might also suppose that such a gift might help ensure that the
parson stuck around. In 1838, both the Protedtiethodists and the Congregational Society organized.

The Congregationalists actually hoped to erect a meetinghouse, though their meetings were eventually

held in the No. 3 school. The practice of holding religious meetings in the schools continuedsReco

indicate that in the midl800s the Reformed Presbyterian Society would occasionally host preachers in

both schoolhouses No. 3 and No. 1. The final chapter in the growth of religious organizations seems to have
occurred when, in 1870, the Freewill Baptthurch was formed. It was a small congregation with 15
practicingmembers.

As the century closed, however, the ability of Fayston to support its own churches dwindled and, like its
post office, these institutions were eventually dissolved, largely thhounions with like congregations in
Moretown and Waitsfield.

2.7 Decline of Agriculture and Population
Fayston's settlement and subsequent decline in the Nineteenth Century generally reflects the rise and fall
of Vermont agriculture during the same period. Industry was limited to lumbering and a very small amount
of talc mining; fanl.ng was the ma.jor economlc.: activity. qut of Mad River Glen Becomes a Codp
Fayston was unsuitable for anything but subsistence farming, dJe,:L .

. : - L 995, Mad River Glen became a
to thin soil and steep hillsides. As land west of the Mississippi was

. cooperative owned by nearly 2000
opened up for settlement, families left the area for new . . .
e skiers. Mad River Glen is the only
opportunities.

cooperative skieowned mountain in
This rise and decline is clear from Fayston's population changes. America.
As described in more detail in Chapter 4, Fayston had no reside e - he
in the first U.S. Census of 1791. The population rose to 18 in 14 '
and then grew rapidly to 800 in 1860. After that &jan to decline
sharply, and at a more rapid rate than the Valley as a whole. Whi
the other Valley towns of Warren and Waitsfield had land suitab
for larger dairy operations and thriving mill villages, Fayston's
rugged terrain made other farming anddiastry difficult, and its
population declined. By 1900, the Town population was down t
466 residents; by 1960, there were less than 200 residents
remaining in Fayston.

2.8 The Ski Industry Arrives
Fayston's population and farming economy continued to decling
until just after World War 1l, when the land that had long since
ceased to sustain agriculture began to seem ideally suited for
winter recreation. Roland Palmedo, one of the founders of Mt.
Mansfield Ski Area (now Stowe) decided Fayston's Stark Mounta
was ideally suited for a second major Vermont ski resort. Mad
River Glen and its famous Single Chair lift began operating in 1P4o,

"WHERE SKIERS’ DREAMS COME TRUE"
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and Fayston's position as a winter recreation community was established. Mad River Glen celebrated its
70" anniversary in 204,

In 1962, the Glen Ellen ski area was established on Mount Ellen, another of Fayston's major peaks. Glen
Ellen was sold to Sugarbush in 1979. The two base areas at Sugarbush, Lincoln Peak and Mt. Ellen, were
connected by the opening of Slide Brook Expreisring the 19986 season. This allows skiers to have easy
access to the facilities at both areas.

With two major ski areas operating in Fayston, new residents were attracted to the Town. From fewer than
200 residents in 1960, theown nowhas approximatly 1300full-time residents and approximately 1,000
part-time residents (who own a second home here).

The opening of the ski areas brought an influx of skiers needing a place to stay, and in the late 1940s, a
boom of sorts occurred as innkeepers beganwesting old homesteads into ski lodges. The hospitality
business had arrived.

Nancy and Allen Clark were the first to open their doors to skiers in T9%8young newlyweds were living

in Franconia, New Hampshire and were looking for a place to estaldistown ski lodge. Dismissing

CNI yO2yAl X /2ygl& bSé | YLAKANB FyR {(26S +a aid2z2
developed by Roland Palmed®hey decided to pay a visit to Walter Gaylord, a Waitsfield farmer and the

only real estateagent in the Valley. After being shown three available propegiesg Rte 17, they settled

2y Iy 2fR K2dzaS 6AGK I g2yRSNFdA OAS¢g 2F GKS Y2dz/i
GazdzyGl Ay +AS¢ Lyyés (KS ofaNdgathay antinn. S\Betittadng dowvKorieS y (i 4 |
2F GKS (g2 oFNya 2y GKS LINBLISNIe& adGd2 AYLNRBOS (KS ¢
AaKS¢ o0dzy1 NBEVAY DN ahd a@rivateiroom all on the second floor. The charge? $5.50

$6 50, breakfast and dinner included.

52y GKS NRIFIR FTNRY (GKS /fIFNjla ¢la y20KSNJ ySg Sail
this inn with his bride Virginia, would become a wealbwn figure in Town and a Mad River Valley legend.

Over the yeas he would become a Lister, a Justice of the Peace, and most famously, Town Moderator,

colorfully orchestrating the annual March Town Meeting. Henry was a member of the famed 10th

Mountain Division. Many veterans of this elite Army division, all excedlants, were settling in the area at

the time. Bud Phillips was director of the ski school at Mad River and Cliff Taylor was an instructor. Sewall
Williams, yet another veteran of thef@ 2 dzy G Ay S5A@GAaA2Y > 2LISYSR al! ftF [
thata ¢ KS t SNy Ay aé¢ 2LISYSR®

Like the other young innkeepers who timed their arrival in the Valley to coincide with the opening of Mad

WA PSNI DE Sy | SYyNE IyR DAyye tSNlAya G221 SIF3ISNIe
comfortable, if not elegat, guesthouse. They decided the old Dana homestead on Rte 17 would work out

just fine, though it was in a sorry state when they bought it in June of 1948. They gutted the old kitchen,
FAESR aO2dzy i NB LI dzYoAy 3¢ 3 &K 2 NI BurtaizsJanficip&ingfre frstt S F2d
al1A aSrazy FyR | G2y 2F ay26® 2AYyIiSNI I NNAPSRI 0 dzi
any guests would stay at the lodge. It was a slow start for Henry, Ginny and the other lodge owners.

And it wasslow going for the skiers when they did arrive. The slogan for the new Mad River could have
0SSy a{ | A DISili I Fetfzadhe Vallgy from New York was an eigbtr affair, and once
here, the road up to the mountain offered an additionhblienge. Nancy Clark was able to attest to that.
Remembering the awful condition of the roads at the time, Nancy Clark told how

12
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area in his old Jeefe knew that otherwise his guests might spend the day not skiing, but getting their cars
unstuck. Francis would sometimes stop by the other lodges on the way to the mountain, picking up guests

who were all too happy not to drive.

2.9 Historic and AgriculturbResources
2.9.1Historic Structures Inventory

In 1971, the State of Vermont Division for Historic
Preservation began an inventory of all historic structur

and buildings in the Town of Fayston. The survey worl National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the

was lagely completed in 1978 and 1979. The inventory  national Register is part of a national program
lists all structures and buildings in the Town that are o] 5 coordinate and support public and private

the Vermont Register of Historic Places. The survey lij  efforts to identify, evaluate and protect our
39 buildings and structures that were eligible for listing  historic and archeological resources.
on the National Register of Hatc Places in 1979. This| Properties listed on the Register include

The National Register of Historic Places is
the Nation's official list of cultural resources
worthy of preservation. Authorized under the

survey was updated by the Mad River Valley Rural districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects
Resource Commission in the 1990s. that are significant in American history,
architecture, archeology, engineering and

2.9.2McLaughlin/Knoll Farm Historic District

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the
McLaughlin/Knoll Farm Historic District also hasdistinction of being the first property in Fayston
conserved through an easement donation to the Vermont Land Trust. In 1999, the National Park Service
featured Knoll Farm on a special historic travel itinerary showcasing Central Vermont's Natiortal Regis
properties.

culture.

2.9.3Mad River Glen Ski Arddistoric District

On July 5, 2012 Mad River Glen became the first ski area in the nation to be listed as a historic district in the
brGA2yFf wSIAAGSNI 2F | AaG2NRO t f I OSeatheentiteRki WA OGS NI Df
arer Y20 2dzald AGa {Ay3ItS /KFEFANIftATOIP® ¢KS Y2ad airayas
0SSy GKS aiiA OGNIXAfa GKSYaSt@Saod Gazaid 2F alR wi@SN
those who are descendingtS Y2dzy il Ay >s¢é GKS y2YAYylFdA2y adridiSaod ad
2yS 2F GKS ailA FNBFQa Y2a4d AYLRNIFYyG ljdzr t AGASad ¢K
intrusive to the face of the mountain than the broad, open swathsivA 6 € @ | LILJI NBy d 4 230K

2.9.4 Historic Town and School Buildings

Fayston is fortunate to have three original school holisidings and its original Town Clerk's office still
standing. The historic high school building where Fayston students once attended high school is still intact
in Waitsfield.

0 School Number 4on North Fayston Road near the intersection with Randell Road built
in 1860. This school building hosted Town Meeting for many years, even after all schooling
was consolidated in the south district, and was only sold by the Town in the late 1960s.
Number 4 has been renovated, and is now a privatee.

SchoolNumber 9 on Route 17 near the Number Nine Hill Road, was also built in 1860.
Originally built on the opposite side of the road and later moved to its present location, this
building was in active use as a school until the elementary school was bui3nNG@mber 9
was renovated, and is now the architectural offices of the Burkaynership.

(@]
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0 The older, Number 2 schoolhoustands at the intersection of Sharpshooter and North
Fayston Roads; it too has been renovated, and is now a phoate.
0 Near Scbol Number 4is the home that housed the Town Clerk's Office during Mable

| SYNEQa (S@aNBE & ¢20y

2.9.50ther Items of Historic Interest

2.9.5.1The Folsom Gate

Mary Folsom, daughter of John Folsom, was well educated and a distinguished scholar, fluent in several
languages. One story holds that her reputation reached the ears of U.S. Senator William Dillingham of
Waterbury. Wanting and able to afford the very best for his children, he hired Mary to be their personal

tutor and brought her down to Washington. ButGeS OF YS 02y OSNY SR T2 NJ al NE Wa
the attack on Fort Sumter and sent her back to Vermont to live. Mary died in 1910 and was buried along
with other members of her family in the Folsom plot in the North Fayston Cemetery.

Surrounding the @vesite where Mary and other family members are buried is an iron chain fence and a
most beautiful gate.

Trudy Folsom, descendant of the original settlers, wrote an account story of the family rgdtiogy and
interesting gate. The Folsom family washafble means. Why would they have erected such an elaborate
gate in a cemetery otherwise adorned with simple stones? Curious, Trudy set out to find out more.

I @GAaAG (2 ¢dzyoNARIASWaA 9l ad |1 Attt / SYSiS NigatesdfK S NS
the same ornate design. It may have been the unexpected loss of a son, who was away in Michigan, which
inspired this poor family to spend precious money in this memorial. Daniel Folsom was only 23 years old

[0

when he died, apparently of heartdro f SYa® ¢KS AyaONRLIIAZ2Y 2y KAa adzy
ddzOK 'y K2dzNJ & &S GKAyYy]l y26GzX (GKS a2y 2F Yly O0O2YSi

further with a special entrance to his final restiqdace.

2.9.5.2Clara D. Miller Watering Tragh

Another memorial of sorts is readily visible to presday travelers heading up North Fayston Road; along
the side of the road is a cement water trough, just past the Boyce Road intersection. There, Clara D. Miller
installed a sprinded watering trough ad donated it to the Town. By all accounts, it seems she simply
wanted it to be a perpetual memorial to her sisters, two of whom grew up with Clara on Sharpshooters
Road. Itis still used as a water source by local residents and visitors; but becausgahis wot regularly
tested, it should be used accordingly.

2.9.5.3Sharpshooter Road

The road called Sharpshooter, quiet and little traveled today, was once along the main route over the hills

of Duxbury and on to the railroad in Waterbury. The name of this magason enough to pause here and

a1 d2Keé {KINLAK22G0SNKE hyS GKS2NE NB3Idz I NI &8 L2 LJA
hunting here was good and that there were a number of hunters in the area who considered themselves
pretty good shots

2.9.5.4Pigeon Hollow

Just below Phen Basin in Fayston sits Pigeon Hollow. In 1849 thousands of blue pigeons picked this spot to
call home--there are reports that the flock grew so large that the trees in the forest were bending low

under their weight. The nesvspread throughout the county that the birds were in Town and hunters came
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from as far away as Montpelier to shoot them. By the end of the summer, the population of the huge flock

was nearlerased.

2.9.5.5Battleground

Not far from Pigeon Hollow lies the Batttegnd, the site of the condominium complex of the same name.
It is told that this is the spot where the local militia used to muster. This could explain the name. Another

SELX FylLdA2yZ 2yS Y2NB Tdzy

02
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It seems that a woodsman who lived in the vicinity sent his young son out to the forest to cut some logs.
After dropping a number of trees, the young boy drew them out to the landing along the Mill Brook. He

then approached a local mill owne2t a St t KA &

ySst e

Kl NBS&aidsSR

acumen, the mill owner offered the boy a small amount for his logs and paid the boy in cash.

adz2N

t23ad {S

The boy seemed happy enough with the deal, but the same could not be said for his father. Hearing of the
low price his son received, the outraged father up and sold the same logs to anothefomitiore money,

ofcourse. V@ NR 328G ol O1 G2

0KS 2NARIAYI
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and skid those logs out before they disappeared! Word also reached the ears of townsfolk eager for a little
excitement; they thought for sure there would be antertaining skirmish at the landing as the two

clashed over the disputed timber. Hoping to see a good fight, a number of residents headed down to the
landing in the wee hours of the night. The logs were there and so was the high bidder. But the first buye

was nowhere to be seen.

Shortly before dawn, the first mill owner finally did arrive
but only after the second had skid his logs to safety. Ala
no fists were thrown, no shots were fired and the

spectators never saw the show they were hoping for; bu
to this day, that spot along Mill Brook will always be callq
GKS . GGt SANRdzy RDé

2.9.5.6Slide Brook

¢tKS F22tft26Ay3 |
{1SGOKE¢ GNAGGSY
Centennial Celebration in 1898:
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of the Green Mountains; though theyay have started in
Warren or Lincoln, they surely landed in Fayston. The fif
one was in 1812. The longest slide occurred June 28, 1¢
There had been a heavy rain for some days.dise and
roar of the slide was heard for miles. A party of a dozen
men visited the place on the next Fourth of July and
reported the length of the slide from the top to the turn
200 rods, and from the turn to the lower end 280 rods;
greatest width, 24 rod. There was a jam of naked timber
piled up at the lower end, 15 or 20 feet deep, for a long
distance. There was another one [slide] in 1840. The mg
remarkable slide was on July 14, 1897. After a copious

The 1897 Landslide

Slide Brook's name commemorates a
major landslide on the east sidé Lincoln
Mountain. There had been other slides on
this slope, but the one that rumbled down
this uninhabited section of Fayston on July
14, 1897 is the one people remember. In an
address at the Town's Centennial celebratior
the following year, this accot of the event
wasgiven:

'After a copious shower which lasted the
whole night and most of the early morning, a
heavy, roaring sound was heard for a long
distance and for a long time. Those living
near "Slide Off Brook" soon saw a
tremendous mass of floily trees, rocks and
mud coming down the stream. It cleared a
wide channel in its course as it went on its
way with a resistless current. Before the
summer was over thousands of people from
all about the country had visited its
wonderfulcourse.'

-Fayston Historic Sites and Homes Tour
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shower which lasted the whole night and most oé tharly
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wide channel in its course as it wem its way oflestruction.

Bridges, flumes and meadow land were swept away by its resistless current. Before the summer was over

GK2dzalyRa 27F LJS2LX S FTNBY Fff Fo2dzi GKS 0O2dzy iNE KI R
2.9.5.7McCullough Barn

For three days in May012, 40 volunteers worked to reconstruct the McCullough barn on German Flats

Road in Fayston, across from the Fayston Elementary School. The barn was originally built circa 1840 and is

I Ot lF&aaArd SEFYLX S 2F |y a9y 3 hewddod soheNithieh were2sad by2 T (i K
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starting in May 2010. The frame was taken down in the fall of 2010. Timbers, beams and posts were

pressure washed by crew of Green Mountain Valley School students. Over the-2012 winter, Fayston

resident Ky Koitzsch worked on restoring any parts of the frame that were rotted out. The following May,

GKS oFNyQa FNIXYS 6Syid ol O daiffie barnaniNitkhk rodf onSThee nn @2
McCullough barn is now part of the Chase Brook Town Forest and is used by the Town of Fayston and the

Mad River Valley as an outdoor education center, meeting place and recreational stopover.

%
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The drastic dgoopulation of Fayston between 1860 and 1960 resulted in the loss of many historic barns,
logging camps, and farmhouses through abandonment and disrepair. The many nineteetuhy
farmhouse cellar holes and other remnants are all th&tfisto attest to the Town's early settlement.

As a result, preserving the Town's early history requires attention to planning for preservation of historic
structures and archaeological sites. One site of historical interest in Fayston harbors a walikifigm

the early days of the ski industry. Mad River Glen maintains and operates the last remaining single chair lift
in the lower 48States.

2.10.1Preservation Planning in Fayston
Efforts by public agencies, local citizens, and the Fayston Historical Sdichetlp to preserve Fayston's
history. The groups most active in preservation planning are described below.

2.10.2Mad River Valley Rural Resource Commission

Preservation planning and the nominating of eligible properties to the National Register is the sisiign

of the Mad River Valley Rural Resource Commission [MRVRRC]. The MRVRRC was designated a "Certified
Local Government" (CLG) by the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation, which gives it standing to apply
for federal preservation planning fundsrough the National Parks Service.

The MRVRRC's representatives come from Fayston, Warren and Waitsfield and are recommended by the
Mad River Valley Planning District Steering Committee and appointed by the State. In addition to
preservation planning andducation projects, the MRVRRC works with interested owners of National
Register eligible properties to secure CLG grant funds to complete the nomination process. To date, the
Rural Resource Commission has helped list four districts and two individuakfespn the National

Register, including the Knoll Farm in Fayston.

The MRVRRC and Mad River Glen's cooperative board worked together to have Mad River Glen nominated
to the National Register of Historic Places. This successful endeavor placed Maalérivas the first and
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only ski area on the National Register of Historic Places. Recognizing the unique and distinctive history of
Mad River Glen and its operations will benefit future preservation of the ski area's facilities.

2.10.3Mad River Conservation Parership

The Mad River Conservation Partnership is one of the entities active in preservation activities in Fayston.
This collaboration of the Mad River Valley Planning District, the Vermont Land Trust and the Friends of the
Mad River has been successfutlie conservation (and in some cases property transition) of the recent
Bragg Farm and Tenney Farm, as well as the Jefferys, Borofsky, Quackenbush, and other properties.

2.10.4Fayston Historical Society

¢CKS Clreadz2y 1 Aadd2NAOI t sdahGhdpieseQaiFaystanchistarng The A & G2 O2 €
membership is comprised mainly of Fayston residents. The Society has a board with elected officers.
Membership varies from year to year, and in 2019 the Society has just under twenty members. The Society
currentlyhouses historical displays in the meeting room of the Town Hall, and holds meetings and events
several times each year. New members are always welcome

2.11 Town of Fayston

The Town can continue to have an active role in celebrating and preserving Faystoma befitage and

history. The Town hosted Centennial and Bicentennial celebrations in 1898 and 1998, respectively, at the
Vasseur Farm on Bragg Hill. The Bicentennial was an exceptional success in bringing together new and old
residents of Fayston to ham the Town's history. The collection of historic photos and artifacts at Town Hall

is an important resource for residents and visitors alike.

2.12Incentives and Regulations for Historic Preservation

The Town of Fayston does not have any regulations in pagriging the use, repair or demolition of any
historic structures or archaeological resources, such as cellar holes and foundations. Listing on the National
Register of Historic Places does not impose any restrictions on the use, repair or demolitigrbofldimg

or structure, unless the owner chooses to take advantage of the Historic Preservation Tax Credit program.

The Town may wish to consider creating incentives for the preservation of historic and archaeological
resources. Some options may includeficipation in a Valley barn restoration fund or provisioning
guidelines for protection of features such as stonewalls and cellar holes when land is subdivided or
developed. Continued Town support for events like the Bicentennial also helps educatareside
Fayston's rich history.

2.13Mad River Valley Hill Farm Research Project

The MRV Hill Farm Research Project explored the successes and challenges of upper elevation agriculture in
an attempt to identify opportunities for greater resilience in the facelohate change and natural flooding
events. The project's two deliverables, a historical essay and documentary film, utilized extensive public

input and historical analysis.

¢tKS alR WAGSNI I ffSeQa SINIASalG T mies bidhigogdatind, G (G KS A
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century industrial revolution saw the arrival of extractive industries like logging, potash, and sheep grazing.
Town centers and farms gradually migrated off Vermont hillsides and ddwthe Mad River Valley
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100 years that ave devastated lovlying Valleyfloor neighborhoods, businesses, and farms. If the Mad
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century, its towns and farms must look to the highlands ozagain for land and agricultural opportunities
that offer more resilience in the face of climate change and natural events like Tropical Storm Irene.

The purpose of this project was to start this process of looking back to the highlands and identifying
suc@sses and challenges that can inform our future. Five important lessons that came out of it are:

(1) Floods will continue to happen; (2) Soil is important; (3) Diversification is key, and crops must be
carefully chosen; (4) It is also vital to protecethpland plateau (this one pertains especially to the towns
along the Mad River, but could also be applied to certain areas in Fayston); and (5) We should nurture
creativity and build our resources.

2.14 History Goals and Objectives

Goal 2.1: PreservBayston's historical artifacts and related stories.

Objectives:
1. Increase understanding and awareness of Fayston's historic settlement patterns and development.
Strategies:
a. Support the Fayston Historical Society's efforts to preserve and promote awarehiess
history.

b. / 2yGAydzS ¢2¢6y adzLILI2 NI F2N) S@Syia admdewryl & GKS
c. Support the efforts of the Mad River Valley Rural Resource Commission to cagftorise
related to historic preservation planning and educatinriFayston and thealley.

2. Protect and preserve historic buildings, structures, agricultural operations and archaeological sites
significant to Faystonsistory.

Strategies:

a. Encourage the Town Historical Society and others to identify and map hisiddings,
structures, archaeological and National Regists

b. Explore the potential to encourage protection of historic and archaeological resdhroegh
the site plan and subdivision revigwocess.

c. Support the efforts of the Rural Resource Comiais$o nominate eligible structurebuildings
and districts to the National Register of Histdtlaces.

d 9y O02dz2N} 3S ClrLead2yQa | LILINBLINAIFGS YdzyAOALI £ LI yS
deliberations.

e. Support the efforts of the Mad River \&} Conservation Partnership in preserving and
advancing the responsible practice of historic land uses, such as agricultural
operations andgilviculture.
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It would be a shame to not attempt to preserve what we hawece it is gone therwon't really be that
much to say is "different" or "better" up here than many other places people could call home

------ Comment from 2012 Fayston Town Survey

3.1 Introduction

Fayston residents place a high value on their local ecology and the myriad benefits that it provides.
wSalkRyasSa (G2 GKS Hnmep ¢2¢6y {dzNBSe O2yaraiaSyafte A
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agreement that it is very important to extremely important that future development strives to preserve
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spaces; and residential development must be restricted in these areas. There is strong agreement that
development regulations must ensure the preservation of important Town features and natural resources.
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With strong political will to control growth patterns in order to preserve ecological features, Feigsto

challenged with the task of guiding development patterns and practices in a direction that will allow for a
reasonable housing growth rate while also sustaining the integrity and resilience of the ecology, particularly
wildlife habitat. Loss of biodérsity is now understood to be more of a threat to human and planetary

KSIHfGK GKFy GKS LIKeaAOlFt OfAYFGS OKFy3dSa 2y GKS Kz
to allow healthy diversity is essential. To meet these challenges, the Towtrestablish a sound

understanding of its various natural areas, their components, values, and sensitivities. This chapter

LINE BARSAE | ONAST RAA&AOdzaaAzy 2F ClealizyQa SO2fz23e:x
Fayston residents, andts strategies for achieving those goals.

3.2Climate

Climate is the average weather conditions for an area over a period of time. During the past 50 years, there
has been a consistent pattern of warming in Vermont. Over that time, mean annual air tempeature

longterm weather stations in Vermont has been increasing at a rate of 0.5 °F per decade, and the average
has increased more than 2°F since the beginning of this century. Seasonal differences are evident, with
mean winter temperatures rising fastest. e has also been an increase in the number of extremely hot

days and a decrease in the number of extremely cold days. The length of the growing season has increased.
These warming trends are projected to continue. Historical trends in annual precipitagdrighly

variable but there has been a lotgrm trend towards overall wetter conditions in the Northeast. In

Vermont, the fiveyear precipitation mean has increased by over six inches since 197ttahd

precipitation is expected to continue increagiin all seasons except summer. Heavy precipitation events

also have been increasing across much of the Northeast in recent decades, and this trend is also expected
G2 O2yGAydzSe® Ccleaildz2yQa OfAYIFGS A& aiNwmaficsfram Ay Tt dzSy
Vermont averages. In general, average temperature and length of the growing season decrease and
average precipitation and average wind velocities increase with elevation.

In recent decades, there has been increased awareness that this ramdelm climate is occurring due to
greenhouse gas emissions and the feedback loops that the subsequent warming is creatmgnirigeof
fossil fuels (such as coal and oil), in addition to other activities that have increased to support our quality of
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life (automobile use, largecale agriculture, silviculture, and livestock rearing practices), have caused
concentrations of heatrapping greenhouse gases to increase significantly in our atmosphere. Greenhouse
gases are necessary to life as we know ityéeer as the concentrations of these gases continue to

increase in the atmosphere, the Earth's temperature is rising above previous levels. While a vast majority of
scientists are certain that human activities are changing the composition of the atmosaimet ¢hat

increasing the concentration of greenhouse gases will change the planet's climate, it is not certain just by
how much climate will change, at what rate it will change, or what the effects will be. The current
consensus, however, is that globeimperatures will continue to rise over the next several decades
regardless of whether or not greenhouse gas emissions are reduced. While no data has been collected
specifically for the Mad River Valley, climate change indicators for the state over thiofipayears show

that the growing season has increased by approximately two weeks and the length of pond freezes have in
some instances shortened by four weekgti://alanbetts.com/understandineclimate-
change/topic/vermoniclimate-changeindicators))

Climate and climate variations are important planning considerations, as climate affects ecosystems,
wildlife habitat, agriculture, silvicultur@ransportation, public safety, economics, human health, and
recreation. It is important for Fayston to recognize that climate variations will undoubtedly necessitate
social change and begin to consider and plan action steps necessary to not only decreasgribution

to the problem, but also to diminish the impacts to our community. With climate change both precipitation
frequency and magnitude will intensify; this will result in increased stormwater runoff and resultant
negative impacts on infrastructe, wildlife habitat, soil quality, erosion, downstream flooding, and more.
The Town must have the foresight to prepare for this and to protect its ecological features as well as those
of neighboring downstream towns, in effect preserving the stage farr&uthanges in the species of flora
and fauna that live here. Additionally, the impact of future human population growth due to increasingly
less hospitable climates in other regions must be addressed proactively through planning and zoning
considerations.

3.3 Natural Setting

Fayston is situated on the eastern slope of the Green Mountains in the southwest corner of Washington

| 2dzyiéed ClLéeadz2yQa y2NIKSNY o62NRSNI 6AGK 5dzEo dzZNBE  NHzy
GAGK | dzyGAy3Ai2y roughiy alongaBe sgirie ofEh2 GiBen Malmytains. A good portion of
Creadz2yQa a2dziKSNY o062NRSNJ gAUK 2 NNBY Aa RSTAYSR o
Waitsfield is to the east and approximately parallels the toe of the eastern stdpiee Green Mountains

as they meet the floor of the Mad River Valley.

hOOdzLle Ay3d HoZpcn I ONBA O6ocdp 4&aljdzZ NB YAf SaacreCleaidzy
(142 square mile) watershed and contains some of its most pristine headwaagstoFR is drained

LINAYFNREE o0& {KSLINR .NR2] AY b2NIK Cleaibtz2zy IyR aAl
largest tributaries.

Creaidz2yQa t26Said St SgI Geak gorna a Town wherd Shépard Bréok rynS intdld i K S
Waitsfield Its highest point of 3,780 feet is in the southwest corner of Town near the peak of Mt. Ellen. In
thenorthg Sad O2NYSNI 2F ¢2¢6y Aa . dzNYyiG w201 +Fd oxZmcn FSS
Shepard Brook basins, divided by the Center leayRidgeline.

Most of the land area in Fayston is composed of steep hillsides, terraces, ridgelines and narrow valley
o2G02Ya 6AGK aidSSL)I KAffaARSa o0SAy3a GKS R2YAylLyild FS
slope greater than 15 percentdgs Figure 3l). Generally, the greater the slope of an area, the less suitable
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it is for development. AsshowninTablei3 YR NB Tt SOGSR Ay CleaidizyQa OdzNT
greater than 15 percent are considered unsuitable for most devetynslopes greater than 20 percent

are not viable for septic systems, and slopes greater than 25 percent are unsuitable for all but alpine ski

area development.

With such limitations, Fayston will have to work carefully to ensure that soil erosion andehto
hydrology associated with land uses such as development, forestry, agriculture, recreation and
GNI YALRNIFGAZ2Y R2 y20 aA3IYyAFAOLyGte AYLI OO Cclreaidzy

Figure 3 -1 Fayston Slopes
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Slope Range
B0-15

B 605
]

7%

Source: VT Center for Geographic Information

Table 3 -2 Development Constraints Associated with Slopes

Slope Development Suitability

0-3% Suitable for development, may require drainage
improvements

3-8% Most desirable for development, fewest restrictions

8-15% Suitable for low density development with consideration
given to erosion control, runoff and septic design

15-25% Unsuitable for some development and septic systems

Additional engineering required to adequately design
a project. Use of more robust stormwater mitigation
measures required.

25%+ Most development prohibited

3.4 Geology

Creadz2yQa o0SRNRO] O2yairada LINAYINRfe 2F ISYySNIffe
gneisses, and quartzites. Currently, there are no active minesc@&rquarries in TownMAP

Creadz2yQa adz2NFAOAIf 3IS2fz23& O2yaiaida LINAYINRf& 27F
down by glacial ice. Map 1 identifies several gravel deposits of glacial origin sparsely distributed along
portionsof Shepard, Mill and Slide Brooks and at the top of Sharpshooter Road. Glacial lake deltas occur at
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Map 1
Fayston Surficial Geology
Source: Vermont Geological

/ Streams
[7] Glacial Lake Granville Shareline
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This map is for planning purposes only. B= of Graded or filled
This map may contain errors and/or omissions. [ Bedrock Outcrops
It is only as accurate as the original source materials. Area of Abundant Bedrock Qutcrops
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the intersection of Center Fayston and Old Center Fayston roads. Glacial clays are found along a portion of
the lower Shepard Brook and recent streaftuvium exists along the floodplains of the Shepard and lower
Mill Brooks near the Waitsfield town line.

Surficial materials can serve as a gravel resource, provide important functions such as ground water storage
and recharge, filter contaminants froml@mbwaste and septic disposal sites, and indicate hazardous or
sensitive areas such as unstable hill slopes, areas of historic river locations and wetlands. The Town uses
the icecontact deposit at the top of Sharpshooter Road as a supply of gravelrfastinicture and road
maintenance. In 2018 the Town cleared a new section of trees in order to access higher quality gravel, and
in 2019 the Town gained access to the gravel beneath the former Sassi housesite. This site is very valuable
to the Town, yet evie with these additions there is a finite supply. According to the surficial geology map
alternative gravel supplies are not abundant in Town; Fayston should begin planning for future gravel

supply and demand issues.

3.5 Saoils

One of the greatest resources of@aral community is its soil. Soil is a critical component of the natural
environment, is essential to agriculture and silviculture, and is also used to treat sewage in rural areas with

no centralized wastewater system. It is easily lost through erosioogsses, and takes hundreds of years

to be created through the natural decay process. Consideration of soil characteristics when making land

use decisions will help ensure land is used as sustainably as possible and will help retain suitable
agriculturalsoils for productive purposes. Slope, drainage rate, permeability, depth to bedrock and depth

to water table are the primary factors that determine the appropriate use of a particular soil. This section
RA&A0OdzaasSa GKS adzi(l ockehtlaiduse ¥ Cl @ad2yQa az2ifa F2N R

3.5.1Soil Suitability for Development

Fayston does not have a central sewer system; rather its residents rely-siteomaste disposal systems.

The suitability of a site for an esite waste disposal system depends largely on soil charadtsrist

Placement of waste disposal systems in unsuitable soils can result in unsatisfactory performance, including
excessively slow absorption of effluent, surfacing of effluent, and hillside seepage, and can affect public
health.

After the passage of statdde environmental protection rules in 2002, new ancillary soil ratings fosiba

waste disposal systems were developed (see Tabled3® ¢ KS NI GAy3 2F Cleaidz2yQa

2 KAES GKS NIOGAYy3I R2Say Qi NBLptahtniogourgoges. i édalysis/oftied G A I+
YIL) NE@SEHfa GKFEG on LISNOSyld 27F ClI ésidwaste@iposalz Af a | NS
aedaidtsSvyaszs ndg LISNOSyd 2F Cl & a-ite waStédispogakandil7 peN&ht o || NBH A y |
Faysi 2y Qa a2Afa ¢2dzZ R LING GitadisabisysterhsTablefpl 2 NBE Fdzy OG A2y

Table 3 -3 Ancillary Soil Ratings For Residential On - Site Waste Disposal In
Vermont
Suitability Characteristics
Well suited Soil properties and site features that will provide for good performance and low maintenance.
Moderately well | One or more soil properties or site features, such as the percent slope, that make the soil less
suited desirable than the soils rated well suited.
Marginally One or more soil properties that limit the suitability of the site and overcoming those
suited limitations requires special design, extra maintenance, or costly alteration.
Not suited Soil properties or site features that would preclude satisfactory function of the system

Source: USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service, 2003
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Map 2
Fayston Septic Suitability
Source: NRCS Soil Survey
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This map is for planning purposes only.
This map may contain errors and/or omissions.
Itis only as accurate as the oritinal source materials.
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Table 3 -4: Fayston Septic Suitability

Sewage Disposal Percent of
Class Acres Land Base
Well suited 4,545 19
Moderately Suited 3,093 13
Marginally Suited 11,427 49
Not Suited 3,991 17

Source: NRCS soils data.

3.5.2 Soil Suitability for Forestry

The US Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) soil survey assigns a
relative forest value to each soil unit (Forest Value Groups and Forest Soil Potential Studynfmmt\&oils,

United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service, 2003). The relative values
may be used to compare the relative profitability of growing timber on various soils, and is determined by
considering: soil performanaar estimated yield, cost of measures necessary to overcome soil limitations

and cost of continuing limitations.

As worldwide oil resources become increasingly scarce and drive up distribution and home heating costs
local timber supplies are likely to beoe increasingly important. Fayston should remain mindful, however,
that trees and other vegetation also serve as carbon sinks, storing carbon in their mass and the soil in which

soils have moderate to very high productivity potential. These soils are sparsely distributed throughout
Town and many have been fragmented by subdivision (see3Map

Consideration of future timber supply needs must be considdred (1 2 R @ Qa fFyR dzaS RSO,

Table 3 -5 Fayston Soil Productivity Potential

Forest Value Productivity Total

Group Potential Acres Acreage
Group 1 Very High 14 0%
Group 2 High 685 3%
Group 3 Moderate 1504 6%
Group 4 Moderately low 6862 29%
Group 5 Low 9655 41%
Group 6 Very low 1555 7%
Group 7 Very limited 2820 12%

Source: NRCS, 2003

3.5.3 Sail Suitability for Agriculture

\

they grow and lessening negative climate impacts. As shown in T&tay ki yS LISNOSy G 2F CI &

/

bw/ { OKINIOGSNAT Sa (GKS Y2ad LINPRdAzOGAGS az2Aafa la alL

has the qualities needet produce sustained high yields of crops when managed according to acceptable
farming methods. Statewide soils have good potential for growing crops but also have limitations that will
restrict the choice of crops and/or require more intensive management.

As food distribution costs rise, locally produced agriculture will become increasingly important. The NRCS
{2Af {dzNBSe ARSY(GAFASE Ty I ONBA 2N ndo LISNOSyid 27
Creaidz2yQa az2Aif a ekbois. Map 4 shdvs thaktBesd saildldreCiziteiedzidund the Mill and
Shepard brooks and also found in the vicinity of Bragg Hill and Center Fayston Rd. The map also shows that
many of these soils have been fragmented by subdivision. The maps do nosstather pockets of

suitable agricultural soils, many of which are or will become important for local-soe# agriculture;

Fdzi dzNB F INR Odzf GdzN> £ ySSR& Ydzad 6S O2yaARSNBR Ay (2
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Map 3
Fayston Forestry Value Groups
Source: NRCS Soil Survey
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