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August 10, 2020

Select Board (SB) Members: Jared Cadwell (Jared); Chuck Martel (Chuck)
Select Board Assistant: Patti Lewis (Patti)
Minutes Recorder: JB Weir (JB)
Guests: Doug Berlan (MRVTV)

1. Minutes: Chuck made a motion to approve Selectboard (SB) minutes of July 27, 2020 and July 8, 2020.  Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

2. Road Foreman Update: Stuart was not present.  Patti did speak with Stuart and let the SB know that he has ordered the culverts and may need to order more chloride.  Chuck did mention that he intends to speak with Stuart regarding a section of Randell Road above the Logan’s that has washed out after recent storms.  The water is now diving down a few feet toward the culvert and may jeopardize some of the recent work done on Randell.  

3. Grant Letter of Intent for Leaf Blower: There is a grant available for the leaf blower from the State through the Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Program.  The grant is for 80% of the cost with a 20% match from the Town.  Stuart got a quote for the leaf blower of $5,299.  The grant would cover $4,239.20 and the Town would match with $1,059.80.  Stuart believed the Town’s portion could be absorbed in the equipment line item.  Jared moved to sign the letter of intent to participate in the Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Program equipment purchase.  Chuck seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.  

4. Tax Rate Reconsideration: The State has now provided the education tax calculation rate.  Patti followed the SB directive of setting the municipal tax rate at $0.2818.  Now with the State’s calculation of residential and non-residential education rates, the SB can now accurately send out the tax bills after the election.  The residential education rate is $1.6810 and the non-residential education rate is $1.6758.  The total for residents between municipal and education rates is $1.9628, while the total for non-residents is $1.9576.  Jared moved to set the Town of Fayston municipal tax rate at $0.2818.  Chuck seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.  Jared noted that the calculation is based on Grand List valuation of $3,834,306.00.  That is the lodged Grand List number.  

5. Town Plan Update Process/Review: Per statute, the SB has on the calendar the SB public hearing for the 2020 Town Plan on September 22, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. at the Town hall.  Anybody who is interested in discussing the plan should attend in person or via Zoom.  The Plan was last updated in 2014 and there are amendments being proposed to bring it into compliance with recent statutory requirements, as well as to update data, maps and other information.  Chuck asked if there was a redline copy that reflects the changes.  JB said he would ask Carol ask the draft was generated from her computer.  JB mentioned that the warning drafted by Patti should also include the Zoom information for public participation.  Patti will get the warning into next week’s Valley Reporter.
6. Errors and Omissions Certificate: The Listers have supplied three changes to the 2020 Grand List.  These changes stemmed from one real estate transaction that turned out to be very complex.  Chuck moved to accept the Errors and Omissions Certificate provided by the Listers with the changes so discussed and noted.  Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

7. Waitsfield/Fayston Fire Department Update: Jared met with Tripp Johnson and Paul Hartshorn last week.  Tripp is going to sit down with Trevor Lashua from Waitsfield and come up with a budget for the fire department, perhaps as early as September.  The budget will help with the planning with regard to capital fund items such as trucks and equipment.  Jared stated that the department has added two junior firefighters to the department.  Jared also added that there will be a celebration of Gordie Irish’s 60 years of service to the fire department on Sunday August 16 at 2:00 p.m. at Couple’s Field.  

8. Dog Ordinance: It has been brought to the SB’s attention that the current dog ordinance is not consistent with State statute, specifically Section 6 pertaining to noisy dogs.  The SB needs to amend Section 6 to be in accord with State statute allowing for dogs to express themselves in defense of livestock.  This does not preclude our animal officer from addressing noisy neighborhood dogs.  This is meant to address the working dog in defense of livestock.  Section 6 currently reads “it shall be unlawful for any person owning or possessing a dog to permit it to disturb the quiet of any person by unreasonable barking or howling.  Chuck would like to add language at the end “except as allowed by Vermont state statute” and reference the statute.  Chuck also came up with a new title for the section, “Unreasonable Barking.”  The statute is S. 3549.  Chuck so moved to amend Section 6 as described above.  Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.  Patti noted that the amendment will become effective 30 days from today.

9. SB Read Mail and Sign Warrant

10. Other Business; Jared asked Patti about the budget.  Patti said it seems to be in a good place.  The Town has been able to make it through the delay in issuing tax bills without borrowing money.

5:35 p.m.  Chuck made a motion to adjourn the SB meeting. Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion approved.

The next SB meeting is on August 25, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. at the Robert Vasseur Municipal Building.

Respectfully submitted,

J.B. Weir

						____________________________________
							Approved: Jared Cadwell
