Selectboard Minutes
12/18/18
Selectboard Present:  Jared Cadwell, (Jared), Chuck Martel (Chuck) and Michael Jordan (Mike)
Selectboard Assistant: Patti Lewis (Patti)
Guests: Vincent Yassi (C44), Sheila Getzinger (Sheila)
Jared called the SB meeting to order at 6:00p.m.
He explained the first order of business was to make an addition to the top of the agenda to allow Sheila Getzinger to speak to the Selectboard (SB) about Town lease land and a request she had in that regard.
He also suggested moving the budget discussion to the end of the meeting with Patti present and then moving directly into executive session, excusing Patti, to discuss personnel matters.
All SB agreed to this plan.
1. Chuck made a motion to approve Selectboard (SB) minutes of December 4, 2018.  Mike seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried. 

2. Sheila addressed the SB on behalf of Joan Gorman who is trying to sell her 1.5 acres of land in Fayston which is supposed to close this Thursday.  It had been found that this property sits on what is known as lease land, a little-known fact dating back to the 1700s when Fayston was initially chartered.  Lease land are parcels known as ministry/church, schools, or society of the propagation of the gospel.  She believes there are several hundred acre lots in Fayston.  She noted that legislation has passed a law dealing with these in that any lot not formally claimed by the Towns will automatically disappear on 1/1/2000.  Lease lands by right allows the Town to collect rent monies in cents over years.  One example being in Worcester where they could collect 10.5 cents every five years.  Sheila passed out information about the law, a Paul Gilles presentation on the matter, and two quit claim deeds for review.  One deed addressing the Gorman property specifically and the other a blanket release of all lease land in the Town.  See attached.  Sheila explained that giving up the lease land rights would give land owners a sense of security that those rents wouldn’t be sought after at some future date.  Rents haven’t been collected in 150 years.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chuck asked that if the SB signed a blanket release how would future attorneys find it and the recording process was explained and she also suggested posting the recorded document in plain sight in the vault.  She further stated she would let the Vt. Attorneys Title group know which in turn would alert attorneys immediately that Fayston had done so.  A handful of Towns in Vermont have released their lease lands already.  
Chuck stated that a part of him says to sign the blanket release as it is so ancient and no one has bothered to collect rents but that he was a little uncomfortable doing so not fully understanding it all.  Jared agreed and will speak with VLCT about the topic.
Chuck made a motion to approve the request for release/conveyance of lease land on the Gorman property and that the SB sign the quit claim deed.  Jared seconded.  No further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.  
SB will follow up with Sheila on any further interest or not of Town lease lands by late January or early February.

3. SB signed Excess Weight for Warren Hill trucking. 

4. Road Foreman was not present but Patti said she believed all the equipment was running well and that the heat to the lower bay was almost complete.

5. SB went over the budget items for the Fayston/Waitsfield Road and Fire Agreements and well as the Joshin Library as presented to them on 12/17/18 at the joint Fayston Waitsfield SB meeting. There was some discussion about Kari Dolan’s request that Fayston pay a portion of the 44 ERUs tied in with the fire department and paying back the loan for the Waitsfield water system.  SB felt it was difficult paying for something that is not a direct cost to the fire department, i.e. not on the fire department budget.  That they were being asked to help pay for something that they had no say in or control over.  SB agreed they need more information including measurement of water used by the fire department as they fill their trucks.  SB went over their donations line item as well.  

6. SB read mail and signed orders of 12/5/18 12/18/18

7. 6:45p.m. – Jared made a motion to move into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Chuck seconded.  No further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

7:45p.m. – Chuck made a motion to close executive session.  Mike seconded.  No further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

DECISIONS: For 2019 SB authorized a general 3% pay increase with two market adjustments for road crew.  They also authorized more hours for John Weir and Lisa Koitzsch. 
7:46 p.m. – Chuck made a motion to adjourn.  Mike seconded. No further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
The next SB meeting is January 8, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the municipal building. 
Respectfully Submitted:
Patti Lewis			

____________________________________________________						Approved:  Jared Cadwell

