MINUTES OF SELECTBOARD MEETING
December 28, 2015
Board Present:

Jared Cadwell (Jared), Robert Vasseur (Bob), and Ed Read (Ed)
Board Assistant:
Patti Lewis (Patti)

Guests:

Anna Stegemoeller, Freddie Graves (Freddie)
Jared opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

1. Ed made a motion to approve minutes from December 14, 21 and 23, 2015. Robert seconded, no further discussion, minutes approved.

2. Freddie broached the Selectboard (SB) with a request to put an article on the Town Meeting Warning that would state that Fayston would no longer turn over money to the State of Vermont (State) for education purposes. Question was raised about the possibility of people going to jail for such a move and Freddie said that had come up but that she does not feel they would arrest the whole Town if it was a decision at Town Meeting.  She thinks they would go after the State Aid to Highway funds and any money that is given to the schools but felt this was not a great deal of money comparatively.  She feels that these Acts have not improved the quality of education and that the intent of the Act 46 is to close all small schools and that Act 46 has not shown it will save money or improve education and takes more local control away from the Towns.
Ed asked to clarify that she is not talking about education payments to the Fayston School or Washington West and she stated no, it was the $1.9 million that Fayston sends to the State. 

Ed asked if she would be prepared to lead such a discussion at Town Meeting and she said yes. She noted that Heidi Spear has asked her to have some information discussion prior to. She would take the lead for now but would hope to find a very articulate person to do so in the future.

Freddie is hoping to get ten Towns to sign on to this idea.  She thinks that Act 46 has awakened some people to the need for change.

Ed asked if they would have a group that would have all the same language for the article and she said that would be the goal.  

Anna asked what the long term goal was.  Freddie said that one goal was to change the way we pay for education and the second is to maintain local control.  Specifically handing over control to unscrupulous superintendents and once handing over control it is difficult to get it back.
SB was open to putting it on the warning but that they would want to review the language. To be on the safe side dealing with petition deadlines and SB meeting dates, they suggested that she get a petition together and get the signatures needed (54) by the January 14, 2016 deadline just to be on the safe side.  

3. Robert made a motion to grant permission to use Fayston roads to the Vermont Gran Fondo on June 4, 2016.  SB noted that this was before the detour on German Flats Road that will happen due to the bridge replacement on Route 100 by the Larue Farm.  Ed seconded, no further discussion, motion carried.
4. SB discussed The Killing Resolution to increase the input of Vt. Municipalities regarding the siting of renewable energy projects in certificate of public good proceedings before the Public Service Board.  See attached. Jared noted that signing the resolution would help VLCT with their lobbying efforts to increase local say in energy facility siting’s and noted this was for solar and wind only.  Ed made a motion to sign/approve the resolution. Robert seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
5. Other Business;
Patti asked if it was too late to install the Town of Fayston signs that the historical society had made yet this year and where we were in the process.  After discussion it was decided that Patti will research where we left off and let Ed know who would move it forward.

SB noted the budget meeting scheduled for 12/30/15 at 9a.m.

6. SB read mail and signed the warrant for 12/15/15 – 12/28/15.
6:24 p.m. – Jared made a motion to adjourn.  Robert seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

The next budget meeting will be December 30, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building. The next SB meeting will be January 11, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building
Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis

Approved:  _____________________________________Date:___________________


Jared Cadwell, Chair
