MINUTES
FAYSTON PLANNING COMMISSION
JANUARY 5, 2015
DRAFT
Members Present:  Dave Koepele, Fred Gilbert, Carol Chamberlin, Jim Halavonich, and Polly McMurtry; ZA: John Weir
Public:  Jim Westhelle, Kerry Westhelle, Ray Pealer, Gene Fialkoff, Mike Riddell, David Jones, Jared Caldwell, Anna Stegemoeller, Peter Forbes, and Caroline Bauer
Dave called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m.
Public discussion ensued as to the proposed telecommunications tower at 247 High Country Road.  A prefile application was filed with Vermont’s Public Service Board on December 24, 2014.  It was received at the Fayston offices on December 29.  The applicant is Centerline Communications, on behalf of Vtel Wireless, Inc.  Abutters and other Fayston landowners expressed varying concerns over the proposed tower.  These concerns included interference with the scenic quality of the Bragg Hill landscape, potential interference with wildlife habitat, and health risks.  Ray Pealer, an electromagnetic field (EMF) consultant based in East Calais, Vermont, provided the Board with materials pertaining to health risks posed from telecommunication towers to persons living nearby.  Also discussed was the belief that Waitsfield Cable adequately serves Fayston and all Valley residents such that a new broadband tower was not necessary.  In addition, the tower as proposed fails to meet a core standard stated in Fayston’s 2014 Town Plan.  Namely, the proposed tower would be erected at an elevation of 1,900 feet.  Fayston’s Town Plan expressly prohibits any such facility at an elevation above 1,700 feet.  Similarly, although not reviewed in any PSB decision on such a proposal, the proposed tower fails many of the relevant provisions in Fayston’s zoning regulations.  One of which is basic setback requirements.  At two points, the proposed tower falls within the setback zone of neighboring properties.  This was also cited as a concern by abutters who are wary of the potential health risks.  
The public discussion as to the proposed telecommunications tower ended at 5:55pm.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Members then reviewed the application binder.  John is to look into the PSB party process to determine how to proceed and whether Fayston, if so desired, could request a hearing.  Members will draft a letter to the PSB either recommending or not recommending the proposed telecommunications tower, and citing specific concerns if necessary.  John will call Centerline Communications, David Ford, to inquire as to the separate materials pertaining to the balloon test fly on January 15.  Although the prefile application noted a separate file pertaining to the balloon fly, nothing other than the prefile application binder was received.  In addition, members would like photos taken from various areas and it is unclear where from and how many different photos of the balloon fly would be undertaken.  
Members then discussed the Minutes of December 1, 2014 meeting.  Carol moved to approve the Minutes, and Jim seconded.  All were in favor and the motion passed.
The next meeting of the Fayston Planning Commission will be January 19, 2015.
The meeting adjourned at 6:35pm.



