Minutes of Selectboard Meeting                

August 26, 2013

Board Present:

Jared Cadwell (Jared), Ed Read (Ed) and Robert Vasseur (Robert) 

Guests:
Anna Stegemoeller, Gussie Graves (Gussie), Caitrin Noelle (Caitrin), Stuart Hallstrom (Stuart), and Raymond Munn (Raymond)

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.

1. Ed made a motion to approve Selectboard (SB) minutes of August 5, 2013. Robert seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

2. Caitrin addressed the SB with two items:

Manlin Road culvert project -  The State is requiring a 14-foot box culvert, up from four foot culvert, should the Town chose to sign on to the project. She presented three estimates for the box culvert (see attached) the lowest being from SD Irelend at $63,813.00. The Friends of the Mad River (FMR) have the funds to cover this cost.  Ed asked why the large increase in size of the culvert to which Caitrin explained that the State recommends size based on the high water mark (bank full) plus 20%. This allows the fish to pass through and addresses flood resiliency issues. Caitrin also stated that the FMR would cover the anticipated $20,000.00 cost of engineering fees.  The rest of the cost of the project would need to be borne by the Town.  These cost included rental of a compactor, crane equipment, operator, excavator, and road crew time, sand/gravel, fuel, and the cost of a water bypass.  Ed expressed concern about the prospective costs of a town project serving two homes.  SB asked Stuart to come up with the true cost to the Town before the 9/9/13 SB meeting when they will re-visit the issue.

Tucker Hill, Center Fayston and Kew Vasseur Roads stone line ditch project – Caitrin informed the SB that the FMR had obtained a $30,614.00 grant on behalf of the Town for additional ditch work on Tucker Hill Road, Center Fayston Road and Kew Vasseur Road.  Stuart has already done some stone lining per the FMR and Better Backroads recommendations and grant of $10,000.00 in 2012. FMR would administer the grant. From the estimates (see attached) it would appear that the Town would have a 50% match.  Caitrin explained that there was no real match required but that she felt showing the Town’s willingness to participate produced a stronger grant application. SB and Stuart discussed in numbers, specifically for hauling rock from Williamstown and the related road crew hours and diesel fuel costs.  SB asked Stuart to come up with the true cost to the Town before the 9/9/13 SB meeting when they will re-visit the issue.  

3. Dog Warden - Andy Yager did not show.

4. Gussie – came to the SB to use the Errors and Omissions process to correct a shed listed on the Lister Cards when information from John Vanhook indicated that the shed had been taken down. This resulted in a $600.00 correction and about a $5.50 tax reduction. Jared made a motion to accept the Listers correction on the Vanhook property for removal of the shed, resulting in a tax adjustment for 2013 in the as billed grand list. Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

5. SB reviewed an example of a noise ordinance from Moretown.  Jared had spoken with John Weir, Zoning Administrator for Fayston and Moretown, who indicated that Moretown infrequently enforces and that he would have no problem following up on noise complaints for Fayston if enacted. SB decided that this should be an article on the Town Meeting warning rather than decided solely by the SB.  Example - “Shall the Town & SB consider a noise ordinance for the Town?”

6. Jared made a motion to authorize a one-time only waiver of the .08 penalty for late filed homestead declarations, reflected on certain tax bills for 2013. Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.  

7. SB reviewed the health insurance comparisons as created by Sarah Stavraky.  After discussion it was decided that, the SB should have Tanya Chambers, Sarah Stavraky, and all the employees in for a meeting prior to the next SB meeting for all to get a better understanding of the pending Health Exchange system of health insurance.

8. Road Foreman Update: 

Stuart re-opened the N. Fayston Road as of this evening. He still needs to arrange for the paving and guardrail installation. 

McCullough Crushing will be here end of September early October.

Stuart and SB discussed life of the gravel pit.  

Robert asked them when the road crew would be cutting brush.  Stuart answered when they had the time.

He is hoping to begin maintenance to a section of Center Fayston Road next week.  He will not close the road but rather work with one lane traffic.

9. 6:55 p.m. – Jared made a motion to go into executive session to discuss legal matters.  Robert seconded, no further discussion, motion carried.

7:03 p.m. – Jared made a motion to close executive session.  Robert seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

NO ACTIONS TAKEN

10. Other Business: Raymond Munn asked permission to erect a tree stand on the Fayston Town owned land on Henry’s Way.  Jared made a motion to allow Raymond to have a tree stand on the Henry’s Way land owned by the Town.  Ed seconded, no further discussion, motion carried. 

Raymond also asked for an 8-10 foot piece of culvert.  Stuart indicated it was culvert the Town would not use and SB agreed he could have it.

11. SB read mail and signed orders of 8/6/13 – 8/26/13.

12. 7:07 p.m. - Robert made a motion to adjourn, Ed seconded, no further discussion, motion carried.

The next Selectboard meeting will be Monday, September 9, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building.  

Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis

Approved: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________



Jared Cadwell, Chair

