MINUTES
FAYSTON PLANNING COMMISSION
JUNE 17, 2013
DRAFT
Members Present:  Dave Koepele, Chuck Martel, Carol Chamberlin, Fred Gilbert, Geoff Slater; ZA: John Weir
Others Present:  Gunner McCain, Mike Quenneville
Dave called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m.
Members first discussed the Minutes of June 3, 2013.  Chuck moved to approve the Minutes, and Fred seconded.  All were in favor and the motion passed.
Members next discussed the town’s zoning regulations with regard to development on steep slopes.  Specifically, and at the behest of Gunner McCain, Fayston’s Development Review Board is running into difficulty in interpreting Section 3.4(D) Standard 2 of the Fayston Land Use Regulations.  That regulation concerns development on steep slopes and places a prohibition on any land development on slopes with a greater than 25% gradient, excepting only development associated with the operation of ski industry.  Prior to being amended in 2007, the regulations allowed for “limited development” on slopes with a gradient of 25% or more with DRB approval.  That language was removed in 2007 and replaced with restrictive standards that prohibit all such development (except for that associated with ski operation).  All members of the DRB support some sort of change in this regulation, even it was merely restoring the language of Section 3.4(D) to that of the 2007 land use regulations.
Gunner McCain next addressed members about the steep slopes provision.  Gunner does a lot of permitting work in Fayston.  Gunner states that the 2007 change to Section 3.4(D) continues to cause permitting difficulties for his projects.  The crux of his position is that the provision as it is now written effectively prohibits much new development in the town, mainly because Fayston’s topography.  Absent the “limited development” language that existed in the section prior to the 2007 change, the regulation does not attempt to define slope or proffer how slope gradients under Section 3.4(D) are to be calculated.  Members agreed that this issue should be further discussed and that an amendment to Section 3.4 might be warranted.  The Warren Land Use regulations provide a good approach to development on steep slopes and could be used as a model.
John will look into the legality of zoning regulations restricting the cutting of trees.
Members next discussed Geoff’s revisions to the Transportation chapter of the 2013 Town Plan.  These consisted of minor edits and suggestions.  This chapter is now, in effect, done.
The next meetings of the Planning Commission will be July 8 and July 22, 2013.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting adjourned at 6:40pm.
