Minutes of Selectboard Meeting                
February 11, 2013
Board Present:

Robert Vasseur (Robert), Ed Read (Ed) and Jared Cadwell (Jared)
Guests:
Stuart Hallstrom, Anna Stegemoeller, Stan Ward, Darlene McCormick
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.

1. Jared made a motion to approve the minutes of January 28, 2013. Ed seconded, no further 
discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
2. Stan Ward – Front Porch Forum (FPF)

Stan explained that the FPF mission was to help communities and neighborhoods connect and strengthen.  See attached information.  The company, based in Burlington, has become a for-profit, small company with five or six employees.  He came before the Selectboard (SB) for two reasons.  First, to answer any questions the SB might have about the service and second, to request a donation of $500.00 to FPF.  Stan went over the history fundraising a $2500.00 set up fee from the Valley communities.  Waitsfield and Warren have agreed to donate $500 each.  Stan is trying to raise the remaining $1500.00.  SB and Stan discussed the Town donations to non-profits vs. donating to a for-profit, other funding possibilities such as user fees, and if this would be considered a service to the towns people or office staff.  In the end, the SB understood the request but did not feel comfortable giving taxpayer money to a for-profit entity.
3. Darlene McCormick (Darlene) expressed her desire to have the petition process become acceptable via an on line petition and on line signatures.  Currently the statute does not specifically say that on line signatures are or are not acceptable but interpretation from the VLCT attorneys suggest that when the statute was created on line options would not have been considered. Therefore, it is their opinion that the statute speaks to pen and paper signatures only.  The SOS office is definitely of the opinion that only pen on paper signatures are acceptable.  Darlene questioned whether an on line petition system might get out of hand and unmanageable. SB questioned with the 5% voter signatures needed, if the grassroots effort is that difficult if one truly believes in the cause.  All present were of varied opinion on this issue.  They suggested that Darlene speak to our representatives, the SOS office, gather more information, see what discussion the topic has out there and share that with the SB at a future meeting.
4. SB reviewed Culvert #20 grant application materials.  Stuart will call S.T. Paving to get a quote to fix that part of N. Fayston Road affected by the culvert replacement. Patti will then submit the grant.

5. SB opened Truck Bids which came is as follows:

For the body/accessory package, Tenco came in at $66,615.00 and Fairfield at $66,690.00.  The only difference is a backup camera on the Fairfield specs. 

For the truck itself, the bids came in with Western Star at $83,322.90, Mack at $96,300.00 and Freightliner at $85,500.00.  Each includes trade in value for the current truck.

Ed made a motion to accept the Western Star truck bid with the Fairfield equipment package bid. Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

Jared asked Stuart what tipped him to going with the double axle truck.  Stuart’s main concern is safety with the possibility of overloading their current trucks.  With the tandem that will be unlikely plus save fuel by being able to haul more material per trip. He said many other towns have already gone tandem.

6. SB and Stuart discussed the Highway repair line item.  He has already spent $10,000.00 on repairs this year.  SB has set the budget so did not change it at this point. 

7. SB reviewed and accepted the Gorman contract.  They will lease to the Town a chloride tank for $1.00/year for three years as long as the Town agrees to purchase 9000 gallons of chloride from them per year.  At the end of the contact, there is no obligation of the Town but they may choose to continue the arrangement, stop the arrangement and return the tank at no cost to the Town, or purchase the tank for $3,500.00 and buy chloride elsewhere.

8. Jared informed the SB of a Fayston Study Circle that had been happening in which he and Patti had participated for several meetings.  The group is exploring ways to enhance the Fayston School play area, parking situation, safe German Flats Road crossings, gardens, forest usage, programming and more.  The final meeting is this coming Wednesday where the group will narrow the projects down to those with real legs, short, medium and long term.  He gave credit to Jean Berthiaume for the great job he has done leading this group.  
9. SB signed the Listers Certificate – No Appeal or Suit Pending

10. SB signed the Safe Routes to School Program Agreement Form regarding radar feedback signs at the school.

11. SB authorized Fred Spencer to clean up the metal post holding the municipal office sign.

12. Robert Vasseur and Patti Lewis signed the Fothergill Segale & Valley representation letter as requested by Don Murray.

13. SB and Stuart went over the Fayston Farms/Chapin/Regan/Procknow ditching/culvert proposed plans.

14. SB read mail and signed order dated January 29, 2013 – February 11, 2013.

15. 7:32 p.m.  Jared made a motion to adjourn, Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

The next Selectboard meeting will be MONDAY, March 4, 2013 at 9:00 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building.  
Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis
Approved: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________


Robert Vasseur, Chair

