MINUTES

FAYSTON PLANNING COMMISSION

MAY 6, 2013

DRAFT

Members Present:  Dave Koepele, Polly McMurtry, Chuck Martel, Carol Chamberlin, Fred Gilbert; ZA: John Weir

Others Present:  none

Dave called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.

Members first discussed approval of the Minutes from April 15, 2013.  Members had noted that the Minutes as submitted contained a clerical error concerning the time of adjournment.  The correct time of adjournment was 7:00pm, not 8:00pm as written.  Chuck moved to approve the Minutes as amended, and Carol seconded.  All were in favor and the MOTION passed.
Members next discussed the 2013 Town Plan – specifically the “Community Profile” chapter’s section concerning “renewable energy sources” as worked on by Polly.  

Much of the discussion that ensued concerned the approach to take concerning wind and solar energy.  The question arose as to whether to address “commercial”/”industrial” scale wind power separately from “residential” scale wind power.  Members agreed that it was best to separate those discussions.  
In that end, members agreed that the Town Plan would reflect the general consensus of the townspeople as reflected in the answers to the Town Survey of 2012.  That is, that “commercial” or “industrial” scale wind power is not favored by townspeople surveyed and should not be permitted within the Town of Fayston.  However, “residential’ or smaller-scale wind power is favored by a majority of those surveyed and should be permitted.  The 2013 Town Plan will make that explicit.
Within the “renewable energy sources” section of the Community Profile chapter, it should be made clear that Fayston’s Land Use regulations must change according to the stance on wind power as reflected in the 2013 Town Plan.  
Members next discussed solar power and solar siting.  Members discussed whether a permit is/should be required for solar paneling/structures.  The general consensus was that solar paneling constitutes an “accessory structure” under the Town’s land use regulations and should therefore require a permit from the zoning administrator.  
Members agreed that the land use regulations must be modified to cover renewable energy structures and standards, i.e. wind turbines and solar paneling.  In that end, the Commission is considering interim zoning measures.

Upon Carol’s suggestion, members agreed that the “renewable energy sources” section needs to include a discussion as to conservation of energy – including weatherization and energy auditing.

Members next discussed whether there should be a set height limitation for renewable energy structures within the Forest District.  Members decided that renewable energy structures should be removed entirely as conditional uses within the Forest District.

John is to search for the origins of the “Fayston Sustainability Initiative” within past Town Plans.

Members again reiterated that the Planning Commission is to consider interim zoning.

The next meeting is May 20, 2013.  Polly will not be in attendance.  Carol will work on the Natural Resources chapter for the next meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 6:30p.m.
