Minutes of Selectboard Meeting                
January 28, 2013
Board Present:

Robert Vasseur (Robert), Ed Read (Ed) and Jared Cadwell (Jared)
Guests:
Stuart Hallstrom, Adam Greshin, Anna Stegemoeller
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.

1. Jared made a motion to approve the minutes of January 16, 2013. Ed seconded, no further 
discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
2. Adam Greshin (Adam) – Legislative Update

Adam sits on the Ways and Means Committee.

Adam spoke about the general, transportation and education budgets.  

Particularly stressed is the transportation budget due to decrease in revenue. Currently we pay 20 cents a gallon in State tax and 18.4 cents per gallon federal tax. Purchase and use tax (when you purchase a vehicle) is 6%.  4% goes to the transportation fund and 2% goes to the education fund. State raises DMV fees every three-year cycle. Stimulus and Irene flood monies had greatly benefited the State but those funds are no longer available. The Federal Highway Trust Fund is broke. 

Possible property taxes increase is 5 cents from 89 cents to 94 for residents. There is a cap of $8000.00 on tax adjustments with some talk of lowering this cap to $6000.00.  There is a proposal cap of 1.8% of income for tax liability for those making under $90k a year. The grand lists have declined over the past three years decreasing tax revenue. 

Adam is of the opinion that the school system has a bloated administration structure. One problem is the supervisory union budget, Washington West in our area, and the fact that the only way voters can have a say in their budget is to vote down the elementary school budget that contain the supervisory union budgets. 80% of the cost of school budgets is salary and benefits.

As the federal role in programs like transportation and LIHEAP (fuel assistance) has ended and the State now has the unpleasant choice of  the State kicking in additional funds or keeping the State level of spending the same and helping fewer people.
Robert noted the State role in road projects in that they demand culverts that are larger than necessary and stone lined ditches to name a few, with no funding assistance from the State making the Towns raise taxes to cover the cost.


Adam will attend Town Meeting.
3. Daryl Mays did not show.

4. Darlene McCormick did not show.

5. Stuart Hallstrom (Stuart) presented three tandem plow truck bids. Charlebois at $112,010.00, Mack at $113,760.00 and J&B (Western Star) at $105,000.00. He has one bid from H.P. Fairfield of $72,950.00 for the dump body and accessories.  SB agreed that Stuart should continue with the bid process getting another bid for the accessory package and going back to these three dealers to negotiate further letting each know that the Town intents to purchase if the Town budget passes in March.  SB agreed to wait on a formal motion until final quotes are in.
6. SB and Stuart reviewed the contract proposed by Gorman Brothers for calcium.  They will supply the tank for $1.00 if the Town agrees to purchase 9000 gallons from them per year for three years.  At the end of three years, the Town may purchase the tank from them for $3500.00, continue the contract on a year-to-year basis, or return the equipment with no penalty. Ed made a motion to go ahead with the contract, Robert seconded.  After further discussion, Stuart will contact Gorman to re-word the language regarding $3500 after three years to make it clear that the Town may return the equipment at no charge.  All if favor, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

7. SB discussed the AOT’s request to use Fayston roads as detour while they replace Bridge #177 in Waitsfield.  They claim that with a detour they can close Route 100 and replace the bridge completely within three weeks.  SB discussed impact for Fayston residents and local business near the bridge in Waitsfield. Jared made a motion to allow use of the Fayston Roads as detour during the three-week bridge 177 replacement if AOT plans construction while school is not in session, meaning between the end of the school year and the start of the next.  Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
8. SB signed a support letter for VLT re: Bragg Farm.  See attached.

9. SB agreed with Treasurer to institute Positive Pay on the Town’s main account for the short term to help protect the account due to the recent check fraud issue.   

10. SB discussed power usage at the Town garage and specifically the cost of the VAST groomer to plug in there and how to charge for their usage.  Ed made a motion to charge them $50.00/month for the months they use it.  Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.  Next year Stuart is going to encourage them to put in their own meter.
11. SB reviewed the Town Meeting Warning, deleted Article 19, accepted Article 24 that will allow for Highway Ordinance discussion and discussed the Couple’s Club request and the need for someone to attend Town meeting on that subject.  Ed made a motion to approve the warning with these changes.  Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
12. SB agreed to submit a grant for the North Fayston Road Culvert that Doug Newton helped engineer a couple of years ago.  Stuart indicates that it is in bad shape.
13. SB read mail and signed order dated January 15, 2013 – January 28, 2013.

14. 7:44 p.m.  Ed made a motion to adjourn, Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

The next Selectboard meeting will be MONDAY, February 11, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building.  
Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis
Approved: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________


Robert Vasseur, Chair

