MINUTES

FAYSTON PLANNING COMMISSION

NOVEMBER 12, 2012

DRAFT

Members Present:  Dave Koepele, Fred Gilbert, Carol Chamberlin, Chuck Martel; ZA: John Weir

Others Present:  Gussie Graves, 

Dave called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

Members first discussed approval of the minutes from the October 15, 2012 meeting.  Carol noted the misspelling of her name.  Members also made changes pertaining to the October 15 discussion of whether to amend the town regulations – specifically, as to whether a road constitutes a division that creates a separate lot even when the property on both sides is owned by the same individual.  The requested changes concerned the fact that this was only a consideration and remains an open item.
Next, members discussed the impending budget request.  Members (at least Dave) will attend the Select Board meeting on November 26 to make a budget request on behalf of the Planning Commission for the 2013 year.  Taking into account postage etc for mailings, fees associated with the 2013 Town Plan revision (i.e. color copies) and registration fees associated with conference attendance, Commission members decided to request $2,000 from the Select Board.  John is going to inquire of Patti the costs associated with the issuing of the 2008 Town Plan (i.e. color copies, notices etc).  In addition, John will look into the Vermont statutes to find out whether it is acceptable to send abutting towns a draft copy in electronic or cd form (as opposed to hard copy only).
Members next discussed the status of the survey on Survey Monkey.  As of meeting time, there were 199 total responses.  Members agreed that it is time to shut the survey down and collect the data results.  John will contact Jackie Cassino at CVRPC to do so.  Members will discuss the results at the next meeting on November 26.

Chuck and Carol then provided some feedback on the October 24 Flood Resiliency Workshop at the Moretown Town Hall.  

Dave asked Gussie Graves a question concerning how land was assessed with, for example, a cell tower erected on it.  A pertinent discussion ensued although the answer was uncertain at this point.  This is an issue that Gussie has been looking in to.  Research needs to be done to see whether the State would allow a town to tax land that bears a structure erected for the public good (i.e. cell tower, wind turbine etc.)
Members next discussed whether to amend the wind energy section of the 2008 Town Plan in advance of the 2013 update.  The amendment would clarify the town’s stance on wind power projects with specific language that is also consistent with other portions of the Town Plan.  The objective of such amendment, should the town support such a measure after notice and comment, is to prevent possible development of commercial wind energy projects prior to the issuance of the 2013 Town Plan’s clear and specific guidelines for such development.   Members will review the sections contained in the Windham and Waitsfield Town Plans, as these are regarded as models of clarity concerning commercial wind energy projects.  John is to contact Joshua Schwartz to ensure that utilizing another town plan’s verbiage for our own amendment is okay.
Members then discussed the drafting of the impending 2013 Town Plan’s new “Economic Development” section.  Polly is in charge of drafting that section, although its novelty to this process will necessitate all members input.  Polly was not in attendance tonight, however she submitted to members a very good outline of the Economic Development section.  Members reviewed the outline and then tabled further discussion until the next meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 7:35p.m.

