MINUTES

FAYSTON PLANNING COMMISSION

OCTOBER 15, 2012

Members Present:  Dave Koepele, Polly McMurtry, Fred Gilbert, Carol Chamberlin, Geoff Slater, Chuck Martel; ZA: John Weir

Others Present:  none

Dave called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm.
Polly moved to approve the minutes from September 17 and Fred seconded.  All were in  favor and the motion passed.

Next, members discussed amending the Town Plan to address wind energy.  The amendment would seek to clarify the Town’s stance on potential wind projects with specificity and consistency, and serve as interim notice of the Town’s stance on such development until the 2013 Town Plan is complete.  John will provide copies of the town plans of both Waitsfield and Windham as a reference for relevant and thorough language.  

Members then turned to another open item - the recurring issue of whether or not a road constitutes a division that creates a separate lot even when the property on both sides is owned by the same individual.  According to the ‘Lot’ definition, a simple road ROW (right-of-way) could create separate lots.  Members will take into consideration whether it might be best to follow the state guidelines/definitions when cleaning up the LUR language to include public roads in these definitions.

Members next discussed the Commission’s meeting schedule.  The Planning Commission next three meetings will be November 12, November 26 and December 10.  On these dates, the Commission will meet at 6pm instead of the usual 7pm.

John is to provide Patti with the Commission’s revised Rules of Procedure, as approved by members, for immediate recording.

Members next briefly discussed the town survey.  The survey is up to 176 responses.  John is to publish a blurb about the survey on the Front Porch forum.

John is to make sure the Planning Commission gets on an impending Select Board agenda and ensure requisite funding for the upcoming year.  This will be November 26, 2012.
Next, members continued discussion on the 2013 Town Plan updates.  John has been working through the Population and Employment section, updating data as much as possible.  A brief discussion was had on the numbers updated so far.  John will finish the section for discussion at the next meeting on November 12.  Discussion was also had about the tourist industry and how to increase Fayston’s attractiveness to tourists of all sorts (i.e. recreation: bike trails walking trails etc.)
The meeting adjourned at 8:06pm.

