MINUTES

FAYSTON PLANNING COMMISSION

JULY 16, 2012

Members Present:  Dave Koepele, Chuck Martel, Carol Chamberlin, Polly McMurtry, Fred Gilbert
Others Present:  Sasha Bianchi, Joshua Schwartz
Dave called the meeting to order at 6:57 pm.





Dave entertained a motion to approve the Minutes from July 2 as amended.  Chuck so moved, and Carol seconded.  The motion passed.
Sasha Bianchi from the Vermont Department of Health in Barre came in (along with Mad River Valley Planning District’s Joshua Schwartz) to discuss the potential roles of health and wellness in rewriting the Town Plan.  Specifically, particular language concerning health and wellness could be incorporated into the town plan.  Recreation, for instance, could hit on connectivity to trails, existence of bike lanes etc.  Another mode, for example, could touch on the impacts of revitalization efforts or other town growth efforts.  

Fayston’s town plan, however, already contains elements of health and wellness in various sections.  However, discussion ensued as to the availability of grants.  Joshua and Sasha mentioned possible funding sources.  One source might be VTrans.  Examples included extended bike lanes along route 17, or even bike racks installed on town property.  Alternatively, Vermont’s Center for Disease Control could be a possible funding source.  Examples here included healthy community design, smart-growth, and tobacco-free campaigns.
Sasha relayed to the Commission that Vermont’s Department of Health can provide data support, language support in rewriting the town plan, and support in seeking grant-funds.

Next, the Commission discussed the status of the town survey as it stands on Survey Monkey.  John is to contact Jackie Cassino regarding log-in capabilities to stay apprised of the survey completion process.

At the next meeting, Dave will have a draft for review of proposed Rules of Procedure pursuant to which the Commission operates.

Next, discussion was had as to rewriting the town plan and how that would be done.  A process whereby one chapter was prepared/discussed/reviewed per meeting was favored.  To begin with, John will get updated data concerning population/employment and housing from that listed in the previous town plan.  Updated data can be obtained from the sources listed there under, from Joshua Schwartz, and from Carol Chamberlain.  
The Planning Commission will meet next on August 20, and then on September 17, 2012.
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

