FAYSTON PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES

MONDAY, MAY 7, 2012

Members present:  Dave Koepele, Chuck Martel, Polly McMurtry, Fred Gilbert, Carol Chamberlin
Others present:   Jackie Cassino

The meeting came to order at 7:00 pm.  Polly moved to approve the minutes from April 16, 2012.  Dave seconded.  
Jackie Cassino from the Central Vermont Regional Planning District came to speak with the Planning Commission and give an enhanced consultation regarding the upcoming revisions to the Town Plan.  The goal of the enhanced consultation is to achieve more uniformity and consistency among the various towns’ Plans.  Jackie provided some guidelines for revising the plan, discussed our current Town Plan’s strengths and weaknesses, and provide some specific suggestions for inclusion.  Some of the specifics discussed included discussions pertaining to: local employment activities, access to telecommunication and its effect on home-based versus covered workers, education levels, average commute time, description of regulatory levels, unemployment rates, and updates to land use policies.  
Questions were raised as to addressing alternative energy in the Town Plan.  The concern boils down to ensuring consistency between the Town Plan and the Fayston zoning regulations.  This is because the Public Service Board looks to both the local regulations and the Town Plan in making its decisions relative to alternative energy, ie. solar installations, placement of wind turbines etc.  Chuck suggested that maybe the Town Plan should address what is permitted and what is not permitted when it comes to solar or wind energy.
Polly discussed whether other members would support a question concerning expanding opportunities for agriculture-related businesses in Fayston.

Jackie Cassino suggested as well that the plan might address any community coordination with Waitsfield and Moretown, as well as coordination with the Mad River Valley Planning District.  Jackie suggested that, should Fayston link up with neighboring towns for the provision of certain services then the Town Plan’s discussion thereto should include mention of financing.  
There was also discussion on revising the Town Plan with updated info on animal movement.  There was also discussion on whether the PC should work with the Conservation Committee on a more frequent basis.  

Jackie Cassino discussed whether our Town Plan should include a discussion on areas of the town which are more conducive to affordable housing (ie accessory apartments).  A response was made that any hold-up on inclusion of a discussion on affordable housing was due to the existing septic issues and the added stress that accessory dwellings might bring.
Jackie also suggested the Town Plan incorporate criteria for why certain resources are important to preserve in Fayston in the wake of Act 250 and the increasing role of the PSB.

The Commission agreed that a discussion on air quality was not needed in the plan, but could be linked to other sections.  The question then became whether localized data pertaining to air quality could be found.

Overall, the upcoming Town Plan needs updated information/statistics, a new “Economic Development” section, and a new “Energy” section.  Jackie would appreciate a copy of our final Town Survey because she believes it one of the best and most thorough.  

Jackie Cassino finished addressing the Planning Commission at 7:58p.m.  

Discussion as to the PC’s rules was had.  First, there were questions as to the extent of participation by a PC member deemed to be the one and only “alternate.”  Such procedure necessitates the topic being added to the agenda of the Select Board.  Polly is going to work on a draft of the Planning Commission’s Rules of Procedure.  

The next meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2012 at 7pm.  The Commission will finalize and finish the Town Survey at that meeting.

Motion to adjourn by Polly.  Second by Chuck.  All in favor.
