Fayston Natural Resources Committee
August 14, 2012
Minutes

Present:  Ky Koitzsch, Lisa Koitzsch, Cory Stephenson, Ned Kelley, Stan Button
ACTION ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
Ky: 
Ask Liza what the benefits are to granting a trail easement on your land

Speak with Mike Marino about the possibility of allowing access to his land


Talk to Karyn Alman about a window/door plan for the barn

Speak to the Rotary Club about providing materials and labor for barn doors 


Follow-up with Fish & Wildlife re: posted property


Help Stan dig a footing for post in the barn 
Gene: 
Help coordinate Tri-town meeting with Lisa

Stan: 
Mow perimeter of barn and help weed-whack property


Help Ky dig a footing for a post that will support second floor of barn


Set up a Google Calendar for the barn and FNRC activities

Cory: 
Contact Kristin at Audubon re: Forest Bird Habitat Assessment (FGHA, and joining us for Sept. meeting

Contact Ken Amman and thank him for picnic tables – e-mail and possible letter in paper?


Contact Stark Mountain Foundation re: conservation fund

Lisa:
Draft quote for VLT Bragg Farm letter


Help coordinate Tri-town meeting with Gene

Pick up trail map at the Wait House


Join Kristin for the FBHA if she is able to do it before our next meeting


Talk to Fayston re: mowing along road near barn and in barn parking area

Ned:
Continue stellar Japanese knotweed removal


Contact Andy DiMario about the burn pile near the barn


Contact Mad River Path Association about mowing near the barn

1.  Tri-town Conservation Meeting  
Thanks to Gene, we have solidified the date of the tri-town meeting – September 17th, 2012 at the Knoll Farm on Bragg Hill Road. There will be a potluck dinner at 6:30p.m. and the meeting will begin at 7:00p.m. The following are some suggestions for agenda items: 

1) Introductions

2) Updates from each town

3) Discussion re: how conservation projects are selected by each town

4) Discussion on the Mad River Valley Trails collaborative

5) Discussion of posted land throughout the Valley
FNRC will provide the food for the potluck and discussed the following assignments:

Cory:
Dessert

Ned:
Salad

Ky:
Pesto pasta w/tomatoes

Stan:
A main dish

Gene:
Drinks (cider?)

Lisa:
Appetizers/Bread/Other

FNRC will give an update on several projects that we have been working on including:

1) Chase Brook trail update

2) Barn update

3) Conservation fund update

4) Land management plan for Chase Brook incl. forest bird habitat assessment

The next step is to send out a draft agenda with meeting time and place to the other Conservation Commissions. Gene and Lisa will coordinate this step. 

2.  Mad River Path Initiative
Cory met with Will Flanders of the Mad River Park Association. The organization is in the process of assessing landowner willingness to allow recreational trail access on their lands. It would help if FNRC could speak with a few landowners in Fayston to help the process along.  

3.  Chase Brook Land Management Plan

Cory has invited Kristin Sharpless to attend our next meeting so that we can discuss her involvement in helping the FNRC develop a land management plan for Chase Brook Town Forest. Kristin has offered to conduct a Forest Bird Habitat Assessment free of charge and FNRC hopes that this could be completed before our September meeting. We will discuss the Land Management Plan at the Tri-town meeting to get feedback from Waitsfield on their Scragg Mountain Town Forest Plan.

4.  McCullough Barn 
We discussed setting up an on-line reservation calendar for the barn so that there was no confusion as to who was able to use it. We need to pick an FNRC contact person to coordinate the reservations and to maintain the calendar. If it is set up for me, I (Lisa) will be happy to maintain it and be the contact person. I have volunteered Stan to set it up but happy to have someone else do it if Stan would prefer!

We need to clean out the barn and remove all the remaining wood and boards and materials.  We need to install doors and windows on the structure. 

We need to maintain a tidy barn exterior and all members are welcome to help mow/weed whack.  We discussed asking the Town of Fayston and the Mad River Path Association for help with the mowing.

5.  Next FNRC meeting will be on Tuesday, September 10, 2012 at 7:00pm at the offices of Alces Post & Beam.  
