Fayston Natural Resources Committee
January 9, 2012
Minutes

Present:  Ned Kelley, Ky Koitzsch, Lisa Koitzsch, Cory Stephenson, Gene Fialkoff
1.  Minutes 
The minutes from 12/13/11 were reviewed. Ky moved to approve the minutes, Ned seconded, and all present unanimously approved them.
2.  Select Board Meeting:  Also present were Jared Cadwell, Patti Lewis, Ed Read, Bob Vasseur, Gussie Graves and Stuart Halstrom.
FNRC met with the Fayston Select Board to discuss the inclusion of a proposed article in the Town Report prior to Town Meeting. The article reads as follows: “Shall the town establish a Conservation Reserve Fund at a starting amount of $10,000 to help preserve our lands with ecological, cultural, or recreational significance in Fayston?” Feedback from the Select Board was very helpful. Concern was expressed that the initial funding amount might be too high and a suggestion was made to either lower the amount stated in the article, or have the voters possibly approve the article at a lower amount at town meeting. The Select Board felt that educating the public in advance as to the purpose and function of the new Fayston Conservation Reserve Fund would be critical, and that highlighting the importance of preserving open land for recreation such as hiking, hunting and fishing was essential.  All felt that it might be challenging to propose this addition to the Town Budget given the current economic conditions. There was discussion about the current Vermont property tax law and current use issues.
After further discussion without the Select Board present, the FNRC Board agreed to leave the proposed article as is. FNRC also discussed placing an article and a letter to the editor in the Valley Reporter a week or two before Town Meeting Day.
Cory will begin work on a presentation for Town meeting. The FNRC Board will review it at our next meeting.
3. Fayston Town Report
The FNRC report for 2011 is due by the 26th of January.  Ky will write a brief summary of the McCullough Barn Project work, Patti Greene-Swift will contribute information on the Amphibian Monitoring Project, and Cory will write about  Reverence of Place, the Tri-Town Conservation Meeting and the Forest Initiative.
Cory will submit the report to Patti Lewis.
4. Next FNRC meeting will be on Thursday, February 16, 2012 at 7:00pm at the offices of Alces Post & Beam.  Liza Walker is scheduled to attend.
