Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Thursday, November 3, 2011
Board Present:

Robert Vasseur, Ed Read, Jared Cadwell, Bob Ackland, Charlie Hosford, Paul Hartshorn, and Sal Spinosa,
Guests: Cindi Jones, Valerie Capel, Patti Lewis, Joshua, Schwartz, John Malter, Duncan Brines, Dave Ellison, Ken Felderman, Carole Crossman, Heli Heitzger, Judy Peterson, Kimberly Woolaver, Tawnya Kristen, David Armstrong, Tim Bradshaw 

Meeting called to order at 6:15 p.m.
Jared Cadwell welcomed all and noted that there were nine presenters who would be making financial request of the three Towns. Therefore, there would be limited time for each presenter. If individual Towns have additional questions about its own request, the presenter could attend individual Town Select boards to discuss further. 
John Malter, Mad River Resource Management Alliance (MRRMA)
The assessment for Fayston will increase by $216.00, Waitsfield will increase $72.00 and Warren will decrease $60.00.  

Mr. Malter went over several programs the MRRMA sponsors, their corresponding statistics as well as numbers resulting from Hurricane Irene, and a new electronics-recycling program available.  See attached.

Select Boards questioned Mr. Malter about permitting to open Cell 4.  Moretown and the State are negotiating and he hopes that they can find some common ground.  The current cell has 16 more months of use.

Duncan Brines and Dave Ellison, Mad River Health Center (MRVHC)

The requests from the Towns will remain the same as last year at $5000/each.
Clarified was the fact that these contributions are strictly for the operation of the facility and do not help with uninsured or under insured patient medical expenses.  
$8000.00/year is being set aside in a building maintenance reserve. 

Moretown does not contribute to the MRVHC.

Select Boards asked MRVHC if they kept numbers as to where the patients were coming from and the answer was no. 

Mr. Brines and Mr. Ellison went over the 2010-2011 fiscal year, grants and donations, renovation of the facility and events sponsored by the MRVHC.  See attached

Ken Felderman, Mad River Valley Recreation District (MRVRD)
The requests from the Towns will remain at $12,500.00/each.  
Mr. Felderman went over the programs that the MRVRD sponsored and why and which of them may be considered again.  See attached.
Mr. Felderman did note the Mad River Path (MRP) $20,200.00 donation, which supports the executive director’s salary. While he is reluctant to set aside this amount each year and to have the MRP rely on these funds there does not seem to be an alternative at this point.

Select Boards asked how many applicants they turn away.  Mr. Felderman noted that they manage the amount of the request more than the number of requests.

There was discussion about the Skatium and if there was enough data to support continued donations to them. Mr. Felderman shared an email from Don Swain explaining the Skatium’s benefits to the Valley. See attached.  This did not satisfy all Select Board members.
Mr. Felderman noted that they currently have six Board Members but that the bylaws allow those members to appoint three more if the so chose.  The MRVRD plans to do so and would like suggestions of possible candidates from the Towns.

Carole Crossman and Heli Hietzger, Mad River Valley Seniors (MRVS)
The request from each Town will remain the same at $7000.00/each.

Mr. Hietzger noted 5560 meals provided by MRVS this year. They received $3.50/meal from the Central Vt. Council on Aging vs. the $3.40 last year. They also served 3084 meals on wheels at $2.90/meal. MRVS revenue was $82,704.00, expenses were $73,900.00. Mr. Heitzger  and Ms. Crossman went over some fund raising events, programs offered at the Senior Center, FEMA mandated emergency preparedness plan (telephone tree, rescue, who has keys, who is involved etc. in order to reduce risk to seniors) and improvements made to their kitchen and facility.
Martha Englert - Central VT Community Land Trust did not show.

Judy Peterson, Central Vermont Home Health & Hospice (CVHHH)

Request to the Towns are $2000.00 from Fayston (double the previous request), $4000.00 from Warren and $2600.00 from Waitsfield (no increases). 

CVHHH is now basing their request on per capita ($2.00) numbers vs. service per Town.

See attached CVHH at a Glance 2010 In Review for numbers of visits, revenues and estimates.

Select Boards asked if they have statics on service to each Town. Those will be forthcoming for the Town Reports. 
Noted: CVHHH is celebrating their 100-year anniversary.

Kimberly Woolaver – Good Samaritan Haven (GSH)
New request – unknown amount.

See attached brochure for GSH.

Ms. Woolaver explained that GSH is a 5013C entity, has been around for 25 years, serve 200 homeless people per year, 75% from Vermont and 55% from Washington County. They offer 26 individual beds, no family units available, provide shelter, food, laundry, toiletries and bedding. People can stay up to four months if they are interested in becoming part of a stable community.  If not they are asked to leave within 5-7 days.

Funding - they receive some State and Federal funding but rely heavily on donations and volunteers.  They are a Christian based organization.

Ms. Woolaver was not prepared to ask for a specific request at this meeting but was thinking along the lines of $250.00.  She will get back to the Towns with a specific request.

Tawnya Kristen, David Armstrong & Tim Bradshaw for Green Mountain Transit Agency (GMTA)
Requests for donation remain the same as last year for each Town ($588.00 Fayston, $943.00 Warren, and $923.00 Waitsfield).

See attached summaries.

Ms. Kristen said it had been a tough year for GMTA due to flooding of their facility.  They are just now starting to move back in.  
She emphasized how important Town support was which helped them reach a 20% match threshold when applying for larger funds. This directly relates to a 5311 grant specifically for the elderly.
GMTA representatives discussed bus route changes, ridership levels (up 18.9% overall), Mad Bus (currently funded mostly by Sugarbush), poster to coasters campaign to encourage ridership, and the need for volunteers.  Volunteers were encouraged to call 223-7287 (223-7BUS).
Joshua Schwartz – Mad River Valley Planning District (MRVPD)
Mr. Schwartz went over the Report from the MRVPD dated 11/3/11.  See attached.

Select Boards complimented Mr. Schwartz for his work and were pleased to see they were getting something for their money.

Mr. Schwartz in turned thanked the steering committee for their direction and support.

Select Boards asked Mr. Schwartz about a data report and he replied that the updated one would be coming out in December or January.  Go to MRVPD.org to view.

Jared Cadwell thanked everyone for their attendance and had one question, which was how much each of the Towns had spent thus far for repair due to Tropical Storm Irene.  Waitsfield was $92,000, Fayston $150,000.00 and Warren over $200,000.00.

Meeting adjourned at 8:37p.m.

Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis
