Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Monday, September 14, 2009

Board Present:

Robert Vasseur, Jared Cadwell, and Ed Read
Guests:
John Wilson, Stuart Hallstrom, Kara Herlihy, Adam Greshin, Patricia Greene-Swift, Leo Laferriere
Meeting called to order 6:30 P.M.

1.
Jared made a motion to approve the Minutes of Public Hearing and Minutes of Selectboard Meeting dated August 24, 2009. Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
2.
Stuart Hallstrom discussed road maintenance projects with Selectboard SB.  Summary as follows:
a. Submission of the second grant application will happen as soon as possible in 2010 for bridges on N. Fayston Rd. and Randell Rd.
b. Fifteen culverts on German Flats Rd. need repair/replacement.  Stuart feels the focus should be on #9 Hill for any possible FEMA grants, prior to looking at culverts.  It may be that a few culverts at a time be replaced using Town capital funds.

c. #9 Hill is the most urgent project as it continues to erode and slide. The Town will submit a FEMA grant application as soon as possible. Patti Lewis (PL)  noted that the pre-disaster mitigation plan is with FEMA and VEM.  If it receives preliminary approval, it will come back to the Selectboard and Town for approval.  In the meantime, an on- line 3.5 hour FEMA BCA (Benefit Cost Analysis) course and a two day classroom course must be completed by the Town in order to qualify to submit a grant application. 

d. Stuart will contact S.T. Paving to have them shim #9 Hill for the time being. Last time this cost $2500.00.  The re-treatment reserve will cover this cost.

e. The Town will submit an application for a paving grant as soon as possible in the spring 2010.  

f. As of this date, 2000 tons of winter sand processed at $2.05/yard. He hopes to reach 4000 if he has the room to store it.     

3.
Adam Greshin (Adam) addressed the SB with a legislative update.  In summary:
There is a 28 million dollar short fall to the Vermont State Budget.  Some savings to arrive at this 28 million have come from things such as 7 million from an estate settlement, 4-5 million from rolling over funds that have been put into trust accounts but never used (there are about 300 of these in the State), and 7.3 million the Governor has asked for in labor savings. The Governor is negotiating with VSEC and we may hear something by 9/15/09. 
Adam talked about three committees he feels are quite important. First, and flying under the radar, is the Blue Ribbon Tax Structure Commission.  This is a three-member group, no legislators, tasked to study Vermont Taxes focusing on income tax structure. Second, is the Education Finance (unclear as to actual title at this point) Study Committee.  Their task is to study the effectiveness of education and how we finance the same. While he believes some change may happen, and any change is good, that it will probably be minor. Third, is the Use Appraisal Task Force.  Their task will be to study the current use program. The amount targeted as savings is 1.6 million dollars out of a 50 million dollar program.  While Adam does believe the program is valuable he does understand that while it is so to preserve the character of Vermont that those not in the program must make up the tax revenue lost from those that are in it.

Jared asked if Adam had come across the VLCT Board’s report last month regarding the Vermont Supreme Court System with particular emphasis on the county court systems. Adam does believe that something is going to be done about this and per Jared’s suggestion, he will contact Steve Jeffreys to get a copy of this report.  Robert also noted that this was going to be a tough one as this system has been in place since the beginning of Vermont itself. Jared noted that the costs to the Town were on a per capita basis.
4.
Leo Laferriere addressed the SB with an Access Permit Application for Tom Folger. This will be an agricultural access for logging only and located where it was before.  The location is across the road from the Decew property on Number 9 Hill.  Ed made a motion to approve the access, Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

5.
Patti Greene-Swift (PGS) addressed the SB regarding the Raymond/Siner site and Compliance Action Plan completion.  She and Bill Wilcox had met and walked the site.  Wilcox & Barton requests that the site visits and reports end as the plan has been completed.  See attached letter from Wilcox & Barton dated 9/8/09.  Ed made a motion to find that the Compliance Action Plan is complete and that no further site visits or reports need to come from Wilcox & Barton.  Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
6.
Ed made a motion to authorize payment to Matt Howes for loss of his chickens due to what he believes is Walter Brink’s dog.  Jared seconded. No further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.  
7.
PL asked about municipal building maintenance.  While the energy grant applied for in the spring was not successful, $7500.00 was budgeted to do some work.  SB decided that the most important issue would be the mold below the sky light and the sky light itself it that is causing the problem.  Ed will get names of some property inspectors to look at the problem and report back to the SB. Also, Robert asked that the price for the partition work in the planning room be revisited.
8.
Jared made a motion to authorize Gini Vasseur to sign catering permits for Fitz Vogt Enterprises (GMVS Function 9/26/09) and Money Hospitality LLC (Bragg Hill Wedding Reception 9/19/09).  Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

9.
Selectboard read mail and signed warrants from August 31, 2009, September 8, 2009 and September 14, 2009.
10.
7:44 p.m. Jared made a motion to adjourn, Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

11.
The next Selectboard meeting will be September 28 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building. 
Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis


Approved: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________


Robert Vasseur, Chair

