Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Monday, November 24, 2008
Board Present:

Robert Vasseur, Ed Read and Jared Cadwell
Guests:
Raymond Munn, Adam Greshin, John Williams, Kara Herilhy
Meeting called to order 6:30 P.M. 
1.  
Jared made a motion to approve minutes of November 10, 2008.  Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried. 

2.
Raymond Munn – State Police Advisory Board


While Raymond was not on the agenda, he was able to sit in for a short briefing to the Selectboard (SB) regarding the State Police Advisory Board.  He has attended two meetings and informed the SB that the State Police will be cutting the way they handle investigation and doing more over the phone.  This is due to budget and officer cuts.  The State Police have indicated that the sheriffs department is going to have to pick up the slack. Raymond also discussed the training requirement for constables to become certified to do more than tax collection or dog complaints.  He also suggested that the Town of Fayston develop a budget for the constables in the area of $1000.00 to $1500.00 to cover training expenses and things like mileage. 
3.
6:45 p.m. – Adam Greshin
Adam Greshin addressed the SB about his recent activities regarding his election as State Representative for Fayston, Waitsfield and Warren and his recently completed orientation for freshman legislators. There are 35 new representatives and 3 new senators. This represents approximately a 20% turn over, which appears average.
He noted a 64 million dollar budget deficient at the State level, plus a 27 million dollar revenue shortfall to date for about a 100 million shortfall. This according to the joint fiscal office has not happened in many years and is in Adam’s opinion a crises of a large issue. Vermont is one of the few states that do not have a balance budget law. There has been discussion about using the State’s “rainy day fund” but he explained this is a debatable issue. This fund was set up to cover “unanticipated shortfalls” and the current crises may or may not fall into that category.
Adam believes that everything at the State level is on the table for thorough financial consideration, including departments like police and education.  Ed asked if this included the process of how State programs are run and looking at ways to make them more efficient with less staff.  Ed noted that State employees, with their multitude of vacation, personal, holiday and sick days, are often perceived as wasting taxpayer dollars.  Adam would be very surprised if benefits or wages saw any great changes in 2009.
Adam has met with Michael Obuchowski, Chair of the Ways and Mean committee.  Mr. Obuchowski sees the economy not so much as a revenue issue but as a spending issue. Adam is seeking a committee assignment if possible.
Next Adam spoke about his personal worry about the education fund. He noted property taxes do not pay for education entirely.  770 million from education fund, 200 million from the general fund 23-24 million from the lottery and misc. other contributors. He is worried about the property tax.  Does not believe you can get education dollars from income tax, people do not earn more nor the sales tax as people might not buy more.
Transportation was the next topic. There followed conversation about the federal government who contributes about ½ of the transportation funds, Federal and State trying to get money to the Towns as this creates jobs, that if money were available the Towns themselves could do road infrastructure more efficiently then having the State involved, hope that money was not thrown out there without expenses being watched carefully and the fact that the Towns have three times as many miles of road/culvert/bridges to maintain than the State or Federal Governments. Patti Greene-Swift asked why there were recent grants available for energy efficiency projects instead of using the funds for transportation infrastructure. 
January 7, 2009 is the beginning of the new legislative session.  However, a lot will be going on in December as well.
Adam does hope to get a committee assignment.  In the House, the Speaker has all the authority to do committee assignments.  In the Senate a three members chose assignments. Currently there is not Speaker of the House (five have expressed an interest and Adam feels Shap Smith is most likely) but until this happens committee assignments will not be given.

4.
Patti Greene-Swift (PGS) – asked for executive session regarding the Paul Raymond matter.  Jeff Siner was present.  However, Selectboard felt this was not necessary at this time.

Patti explained the need to get Mr. Raymond to communicate with the Town. He needs to apply for a conditional use permit immediately. She believes that her part as zoning administrator has ended and that now the DRB process should begin. PGS had had spoken with Amanda Lafferty who indicated that as the zoning violation has gone beyond the seven days that the SB could chose to take this to environmental court. No one wanted to see this happen at this point.  PGS also wants a study to see how much water is pushing through the site as well as acknowledging that replanting at this time of year in wet soils is complicated and not advisable.
Jeff Siner shared the map he and PGS had discussed early this date.  He had met also with Shayne Jaquith and Nancy David.  He had installed rock check dams, has seeded rye and mulched.  He does say an engineer will have to advise on correct plantings and the size of the culverts.  PGS, Jeff and Kate from the State of Vermont will meet at the site tomorrow to check the wastewater capabilities. Jeff did note that Skip and Nancy were looking into acquiring the property.   Jeff will get Mr. Raymond to confirm that Jeff is acting as his agent. 
Ed asked if everyone was on the same page now and all agreed they were.

7:40 p.m. – Ed made a motion to go into executive session to discuss the Lauren Kolitch subdivision legal matter, Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
7:49 p.m. – Jared made a motion to close executive session, Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

No action taken.

5.
Robert discussed how the tax sale for Robert Newis had gone.  In the end, the Town bid on the property and has since paid $13, 920.88 to pay off delinquent taxes. There is a one-year redemption period before the Town may to do anything with the property.
6.
Selectboard read mail and signed warrants for November 17, 2008 and November 24, 2008.

8:15pm – Jared made a motion to adjourn, Robert seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
The next Selectboard meeting will be December 8, 2008 at 6:30 pm at the Fayston Municipal Building.

Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis

Approved: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________


Robert Vasseur, Chair

