Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Monday, July 27, 2009

Board Present:

Robert Vasseur, and Ed Read
Guests:
Matt Howes, Kara Herlihy, Stuart Hallstrom, Allen Tinker, Patti Greene-Swift, Tom Clark, and Richard Ruback
Meeting called to order 6:30 P.M.

1.  
Ed made a motion to approve minutes of July 13, 2009.  Robert seconded. No further discussion, all in favor, motion carried. 

2.
Matt Howes (Matt) requested of the Selectboard reimbursement for ten chickens he believes his neighbor’s dog killed.  His sequence of events:
· March 26, 2009 one chicken killed, pile of feathers, main part of bird gone.

· Matt doubts it is the work of a dog.

· March 28, 2009 nine chickens killed while free ranging, eight bodies in the coop, one outside, killed during the day.

· Matt noted his neighbor, Walter Brink (Walter), has a dog-named Frankie that seems to spend time between the neighboring houses.

· Matt looks for Frankie and finds him on a neighbor’s porch, takes a picture showing a feather stuck in his color.  See attached.

· Walter comes to look at the dead birds, denies it is the work of his dog. Matt shows him the picture.

· Walter request the game warden come, this never happened.

· Mike Quenneville (Mike) the Fayston Dog Catcher looks at the birds. He is unclear as to if it might be a dog or a wild animal. 

· Matt believes that because one bird was able to stay safe by getting high up in the coop that it must be a domestic dog vs. a wild animal that would have gone up after it.

· All feathers are on Matt’s property.  Another indication he believes shows it is a domestic dog.

· Walter at one point had agreed to pay $75.00 as compensation to Matt but this has not happened.

· Matt feels $100 is fairer.

· Two other times Frankie was in Matt’s yard.  He called Mike who returned the dog home.  One time Frankie went “missing” and Matt does not know where the dog is now.

· Matt has fixed his pen and replaced the chickens. 

While there is no proof, SB agrees that the circumstantial evidence points toward Frankie.  SB will contact Walter to hear his side of the story. 

3.
Selectboard (SB) discussed the dangerous intersection sign that the Waitsfield Selectboard may request for a property in Waitsfield on the Airport Road. The sign location is in Fayston.  No decision made, although the SB was reluctant as they try to keep signs to a minimum.  They will wait and see if a proposed cutting back of a bank will solve the problem.
4.
Ed made a motion to sign the engineering contract with Dubois & King.  Robert seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

5.
Allen Tinker went over the draft 2009 Emergency Operations Plan that replaces the one done in 2006.  SB was encouraged to fill in all blanks possible and return to Allen for editing. A review once a year, after Town Meeting, is necessary to include any new officials.
6.
Richard Ruback, (Richard) Tom Clark (Tom) and Patti Greene-Swift (PGS)

PGS handed out a summary of a set back problem (for a garage under construction) at Richard Ruback’s property on Harris Hill Road.  See attached.  
Alternatives to fix the problem are:

· The Town of Fayston discontinues a section of Harris Hill Road at the top.

· Richard moves the garage further away from the road.

· Richard goes before the DRB to get a Conditional Use Permit for a set back of 45 feet vs. 65.

There followed discussion about the turn around of the Town plow trucks (it is possible without that section of road), requirements of notice and hearing for a discontinuance, Richard to pay for any expenses associated with discontinuance and where exactly does AOT measure from, center of Route 17 or edge of Route 17.  Tom also asked that since the appeal period was over what kind of responsibility does the Town have.  Answer was that since there were factual errors on the application it was acceptable to stop construction upon discovery of the error.  SB made no decision and this will go back on the next Selectboard agenda.  In the meantime, Stuart Hallstrom, (Stuart) and Tom will meet and measure the road tomorrow morning.

7.
PGS asked the SB if she could change her Tuesday two hour shift to a Friday two hour shift for the first two full weeks in August.  After some discussion, SB agreed although they strongly cautioned against on going changes in an effort to serve the public in a consistent manner.

8.
Stuart discussed the repairs needed to Number Nine Hill, which continues to erode. Doug Newton had met with him and suggested the best fix would be to move the road further back into the bank.  This would involve participation of one, maybe two, land owners believed to be Tom Folger and/or Jim Donkersloot.  SB is waiting for a write up from Doug before deciding a course of action.

9.
Ed made a motion to sign the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Certificate of Adoption. Robert seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
10.
Other business:
Freddie Graves had contacted Ed about a truck in the Big Basin parking area, which seems to have someone living out of it.  SB will contact Raymond Munn to follow up.
Due to Ed being unavailable on 8/10/09, SB decided to change their next meeting to 8/11/09.
The next Selectboard meeting will be August 11, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building.

Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis


Approved: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________


Robert Vasseur, Chair

