Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Monday, January 9, 2012
Board Present:

Robert Vasseur (Robert), Ed Read (Ed) and Jared Cadwell (Jared)

Guests:
Anna Stegemoeller, Stuart Hallstrom, Gussie Graves, Lisa and Ky Koitzsch, Ned Kelley, Gene Fialkoff, Corey Stephenson
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.
1.
Jared Cadwell (Jared) made a motion to approve minutes dated December 13, 2011, December 28, 2011 and January 5, 2012. Ed Read (Ed) seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
2.
6:05pm – Robert Vasseur (Robert) opened the Capital Budget & Program public hearing.  Selectboard (SB) went through each line item and made the decision to add $5000.00 to the road construction reserve fund in anticipation of guard ail repair on Number 9 Hill in the spring 2012.  Therefore, the total for 2012 will be $190,000.00 with the remaining years at $185,000.00.  See attached.


Ed made the motion to approve the Capital Budget & Program with the $5000.00 change. Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.


6:14pm – Robert closed the public hearing. 

3.
Gussie Graves (Gussie) explained that she has been having conversation with Chris from NEMRC and Judy Bond (our tax mapper) about the needs of Parcel ID Numbering.  See attached emails. 
When a parent piece of land gets subdivided the child of that piece of land gets an extended three- digit number.  As subdivision of that child piece of land occurs the question becomes what number, does that grandchild land get? All ID numbers have provided a tracking system back to the parent property, which is important for a paper trail.  One suggestion is to change our Parcel ID numbering system to the span numbers. Another is to add four digits (exampled .000) at the end of our current numbering system.  Gussie suggested we add the four digits.  This is the simplest, the cost will be $100-$200.00 for NEMRC to implement the system, and should give the Town another 10-15 years before any further change will need to be considered.  

Jared made the motion to change the parcel IDs numbering system by adding four digits.  Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

911 – Gussie believes she will spend the full budget for 911 in 2012.  911 people have instructed her to include telephone numbers in the 911 database, a timely project.

4.
FNRC – Ky and Lisa Koitzsch, Ned Kelley, Gene Fialkoff and Corey Stevenson.

The FNRC is requesting an article for the Town Meeting Warning requesting the creation of a conservation reserve fund with $10,000.00 tax dollars in 2012.  See attached article language and guidelines. 


FNRC and SB discussed at length the timing of, the amount of, and the purpose and goals of the request.  


Including but not limited to, 
· discussion of removing land from the tax roll,
· posting of conserved land (not allowed)

· the 60% of Fayston land that is already conserved either through the State current use or conservation
· the dollar amount this represents from each taxpayer (estimated at $10/person/year)
· public outreach between now and Town Meeting day,
· possibility of not necessarily conserving land but encouraging its use for an environmentally beneficial way such as farming
· proposed guidelines 

· SB authorization needed to spend monies from this fund

· such a big ticket item in this time of economic hardships

· fund raising efforts in the past and future

· not intended for purchasing of land or easements

· Town survey taken a few years ago that spoke to how the townspeople wanted to conserve land

· Town Plan that suggests that such a fund should be created

SB asked the FNRC to reconsider the amount of their request and get back to the SB with that amount.

Ed made a motion to include the following article on the Town Meeting Warning.  “Shall the Town establish a Conservation Reserve Fund at a starting amount of $xxxxx to help preserve our lands with ecological, cultural, or recreational significance in Fayston?”

5.
Jared made a motion for Robert to sign the Fothergill, Segale & Valley engagement for the 2012 compilation.  Ed seconded, no further discussion, motion carried.  

6.
SB reviewed Town Meeting Warning but could not sign at this point.  SB will re-visit at the 1/23/12 SB meeting.

7.
SB reviewed the budget as drafted.  The budget increase will be 3.1% (including but not limited to: increased $5,000.00 for guardrail and legal line items, increase in insurance premiums for health and PACIF, Washington County Court up $2000.00 this year only, diesel fuel increase). Ed made a motion to approve the budget of $968,880.00.  Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

8.
SB approved Liquor License Applications for Spice of Life and Weathertop Mountain Inn (Dread Chasers LLP).  SB will ratify signing the second at the 1/23/2012 SB meeting due to untimely receipt of the application.
9.
David Frank, Fayston Energy Coordination informed the SB about a program Efficiency Vermont is offering called PACE.  The program would provide funding to homeowners who wish to make energy saving improvements to their homes. The Town would need to adopt the program (as an article on the Town Meeting Warning) and guarantee the loans.  All details were unclear that this.  David will be coordinating a phone conference with Efficiency Vermont and let the SB know what that is so that they might participate in the discussion.
10.
SB discussed the guardrail situation on Number 9 Hill.  Robert has contacted Laffayette.  SB asked Stuart to look into at least one additional company for a bid. (Middlebury Fencing).
11.
SB looked at the delinquent tax list and authorized Patti Lewis to proceed to tax sale for the 2008 delinquencies as well as 2009 that are not under contract.

12.
SB read mail and signed order of 1/42012 – 1/9/12.

7:40pm – Jared made a motion to adjourn.  Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

The next Selectboard meeting will be MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building. 

Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis

Approved: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________


Robert Vasseur, Chair

