Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Monday – January 8, 2007
Board Present:

Robert Vasseur, Jared Cadwell and Ed Read

Guests:
Erin/VR, Peter Laskowski, Sergeant Meyer, Michael Quenneville, Taylor Quenneville, Robert Crean, Gunner McCain, Robin Morris, Brian Shea
Meeting called to order 6:30 p.m.

1.  
Jared made a motion to approve minutes of December 28, 2006. Ed seconded. No further discussion, all in favor, minutes approved. 

2.
Selectboard (SB) considered a question from the Planning Commission (PC) to hire someone to help with the data entry for the town plan survey.  SB agreed to authorize $625.00 to go towards this project and left it up to the PC to figure out who and how much to pay.

3.
Peter Laskowski and Sergeant Meyer were present to discuss the cost and benefits of having the Town of Fayston contract with the Sheriff’s department for some hours of patrols. See attached sample contract. Cost is $24.50/hour and .53/mile. After much discussion the main benefits were determined to be as follows:  

1. traffic safety

2. ability to respond to emergencies

3. cooperation among the towns

4. allow state police to focus on the long term situations while the sheriff’s department could work on immediate and first response

5. the cost of the program would pay for itself at least initially

Additionally, someone from the SB would be appointed as representative to the sheriff’s department. There would be some instruction from the SB as to where and what hours they would like the patrols to happen.
Jared explained that the intent was to place an article on the town meeting warning that might read, “Shall the Town of Fayston engage the Washington County Sheriff’s Department for X number of hours for X number of dollars”.  These X factors will be discussed and determined in the future.

4.
Robert Crean (RC) addressed the SB with a request to widen Slide Brook Road to allow for a logging operation he has begun on his parcel. He presented a letter and a section of the town plan which he gave as evidence that he should be allowed to widen the road. RC noted that he will be logging much of the property but that the timber is not worth much and skidding it out to the landing on German Flats Road would not be economically feasible. 
There followed much discussion regarding the need for widening the road at this point, what does and does not constitute reasonable access for the landowner, how to weigh the rights of the landowner vs. the public who use that access, the potential for a requirement from the SB that a recreation trail be installed separate from the road if upgraded,  the loggers’ responsibilities for overweight permits, liability issues should the road be damaged, the fact that RC is using the right of way over Jean Towns’ property for access to his own as it is less expensive then using all of Slide Brook, and potential access to RC’s property from High Road (High Road is a private road which would make it difficult at best).

SB was hesitant to give blanket approval to an upgrade to a Class Four Road and asked that RC come back to the SB with a new plan from his engineer showing exactly what he wishes to do to Slide Brook Road including a possible separate recreation trail. Sheila Getzinger will be contacted as well to make sure that any possible permit to allow work on this road be in written permit form with liability issues addressed.  

4.
Gunner McCain, Brian Shea, and Robin Morris re: Old Center Fayston Road
Gunner McCain (GM) began noting that a few months ago Robin Morris (RM) had been granted permission to upgrade the Old Center Fayston Road from the Waitsfield side for about 2000 feet.  Based on new information on a survey of Jack Hemelsbach it is now agreed that there is actually 2065 feet that lay within the Town of Fayston and they therefore were asking for an amendment to the permit to include this extra footage. 
First the SB asked that the minutes of the Waitsfield SB meeting which noted that Waitsfield agreed that this distance of road lies within the Town of Fayston be produced. 

There followed discussion about a recreation trail that lies within the Morris proposed subdivision which was open to the public but which could be closed at any time by the homeowners association once it was developed, the fact there are no public easements on the Hubbard land, the suggestion that RM establish a trail within the Town’s 50 foot right of way along Old Center Fayston Road for permanent public use, could the SB now deny this upgrade since a permit had already be granted in 1998 and possible solutions to the situation.
Jared made a motion to amend the existing permit to include an additional 65 feet as shown on the new survey, making the total length of road improvements on Old Center Fayston Road 2065 feet, as well as adding a recreation trail which could run along the improved roadway within the Town’s 50 foot right of way.  Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
5.
 Selectboard approved Virginia Vasseur’s signing of the Request to Cater Malt & Vinous Beverages & Spirituous Liquors for the Purple Moon Pub for an event at GMVS on 1/20/07 from 4-9pm. 
6.
Selectboard read mail and signed order of 1/1/07-1/8/07.                                                

8:45pm – Ed made a motion to adjourn meeting, Bob seconded, all in favor, meeting adjourned.

The next Selectboard meeting will be Monday, January 22, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building.

Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis



Approved: __________________      Date: ________






Robert Vasseur, Chair

