Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Monday – January 28, 2008
Board Present:

Robert Vasseur and Jared Cadwell
Guests:
John Williams, Kara Herlihy, Brian Fleisher, Nils Behn, Roni Donnenfeld, Gaelan Brown
Meeting called to order 6:30 p.m.

1.  
Jared made a motion to approve minutes of January 14, 2008.  Bob seconded. No further discussion, all in favor, minutes approved. 

2.
Jared made a motion to support the Vermont Education Finance & Property Tax Reform Resolution as proposed by the Vermont Coalition of Municipalities as follows:
WHEREAS:
Vermont’s hybrid system of State and locally controlled education fiancé is not working, proven by the complicated and expensive changes enacted almost yearly into law;

WHEREAS:
Each year more State control of the education system is either enacted into law or discussed under the guise of controlling costs, hoping to make the system work better or making it less complex, and this process will continue each year under our current education funding law, without ever producing any meaningful reform;

WHEREAS:
The complexity of Act 60/68 and the associated lack of clear accountability are the ultimate drivers behind the explosive growth in the education costs;

RESOLVED:
The administration, Legislature and Vermonters should identify and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of breaking from Act 60/68 and moving in one of two different directions:


1.
A public education system that is governed, managed, and primarily financed locally, or; 


2.
A public education system that is governed, managed, and financed by the State;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
There needs to be public discussion and a meaningful debate with the goal of moving to one model or the other while maintaining our commitment to a substantially equal educational opportunity for all Vermont students.
Robert seconded, some discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

3.
Nils Behn, Gaelen Brown and Ronni Donnenfeld came to meeting representing a newly formed group called the Carbon Shredders whose goal is to educate people about carbon footprints and how to reduce the same as well as provide a new tracking tool for individuals to gage their progress.  The Valley has been chosen as a front runner for this initiative called “10 by 10” whose goal is to reduce CO2 by 10% by 2010.  See attached material for further explanation. Carbon Shredders originally proposed three articles to be included in the Town Meeting Warning.  However, after discussion the Selectboard agreed to submit the following article on the Town meeting warning;

“Shall the voters of the Town of Fayston resolve to support the “10 by 10” carbon reduction initiative, as proposed by the Mad River Valley based group Carbon Shredders, through active participation in the “10 by 10” program.  This participation would include calculating current CO2 footprint and using tools made available for free by Carbon Shredders, and pledging a 10% reduction in energy usage and CO2 emissions by 2010. This resolution would pledge participation by the Town institutions and facilities within the restrictions of the town’s resources.”
4.
Brian Fleisher addressed the Selectboard with an article he would like placed on the Town meeting warning having to do with the Town support of 4 foot bike lanes from Bragg Hill in Waitsfield to Warren Village when the State plans to repave that section of Route 100 in 2010.  Selectboard agreed to place the following article on the Town meeting warning;
“ Shall the voters of the Town of Fayston support the implementation of full bike lanes on Route 100 from Bragg Hill Road in Waitsfield to Warren Village when it is repaved, currently scheduled for 2010. Safety, health and wellness, recreation and tourism are all benefits of the state fulfilling the requirements of Vermont Statutes Chapter 19 Section 2310(a) and (b) that states “it is the policy of the state to provide paved shoulders on major state highways with the intent to develop an integrated bicycle route system.”

5.
#6 on the Agenda was cancelled due to lack of attendance.  However, Selectboard does have the possibility of the need for a noise ordinance on their radar even though it was felt this would be a very difficult ordinance to develop and enforce.
6.
Selectboard signed liquor license for Weathertop Lodge.

7.
Selectboard read mail and signed order of 1/22/08 and 1/28/08.


7:45 pm – Jared made a motion to adjourn, Bob seconded. No further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

The next Selectboard meeting will be February 11, 2008 at 5:30 pm at the Fayston Municipal Building.

Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis



Approved: __________________      Date: ________

Robert Vasseur, Chair
