Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Monday, January 25, 2010
Board Present:

Robert Vasseur and Jared Cadwell
Guests:
David Jones, Robert Lockett, Kara Herlihy, Joan Rae
Meeting called to order 6:30 p.m.
1.
Jared Cadwell (Jared) made the motion to approve the minutes from January 11, 2010.  Robert Vasseur (Bob) seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
2.
Robert Lockett (Robert) spoke to the Selectboard (SB) about the school budget, the $20,000.00 town appropriation to the school, and the possibility of the Fayston School Library becoming a Fayston Public Library.  Some comments were as follows:
The Fayston School Budget is level funded for this year. As numbers are currently (this could change) the tax rate would go up about 4.5%.  They did make it under the 2-vote rule.

SB noted that re-appraisal will be complete this year and may affect this tax rate percentage. Also discussed was current and possible legislation that has or may affect the budget in the future.
Robert asked if the Town was going to appropriate $20,000.00 to the school again this year.  SB noted that it is in the budget as a line item but until voted and passed at Town Meeting, it could not be confirmed.

Robert asked SB if they would support the idea of the Fayston School Library becoming a Public Library.  He had been watching and listening to the discussion on how much the Town may contribute to the Joslin Memorial Library.  This had prompted discussion between himself, Chris Dodge and Mike Riddell about the possibility of using that money we send to Waitsfield to benefit the Fayston School and town citizens with its own library instead. He noted that Wolcott has done this, as well as larger Towns, the fact that it would greatly help the School move forward in the area of technology, the need to look into access and timing, the variety of books that might be available and how (vs. just kids books), etc. Jared noted that Fayston was proposing a $10,000.00 donation to the Joslin Memorial Library this year and not the $16,000.00+ requested. He felt this discussion valuable for a couple of reasons. One being that maybe Fayston citizens would pay more attention to the Fayston School Library as well as the service provide by the Joslin Memorial Library.  Northing will happen this year but with further exploration perhaps 2011 or 2012.
David Jones (David) then brought up the subject of the school presentation on Town Meeting Day.  He has had many comments that the school presentation portion of the meeting has been too long and not immediately germane to warned School articles.  Robert told the SB that the feel good presentation portion is eliminated this year, but that they would be doing a 4.5-5 minute presentation geared toward data specifically comparing the school to the rest of the world.  David will make this known at the beginning of the meeting.
Neither the School nor the Town puts a number into the budget article on their warnings and David wondered about the reasons for that.  He noted that at the Moderator workshops it is encouraged to do so but will do further research to determine just why it is encouraged vs. the way currently done in Fayston.

3.
SB reviewed petition submitted by Joan Rae regarding Vermont Yankee that she and 69 others had signed requesting this be an article on the Town Meeting Warning. Bob said that it has been the practice of the SB that no article went on the Warning unless directly related to Town business. Jared thinks that if the public legitimately petitioned for an article that the SB should have a very good reason for not including it. David noted that it legally boils down to whether or not the article becomes binding upon the Town and should it be as well to discuss this under the other business portion of town Meeting.  In the end, Jared voted yes, Robert voted no, and Ed Read was absent. No majority could be reached.  The article will not be included on the Warning but rather discussed under other business.

SB discussed putting an article on the Town Meeting Warning regarding mailing or not of the Town Reports. The article will be included.

Jared asked if people such as FNRC could speak under officer’s reports, Article 3.  The answer is yes, FNRC, Fire Warden, Dog Warden or any other elected or appointed officials.

Jared made a motion to approve the Town Meeting Warning with the above change. Bob seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
4.
Jared made a motion to approve the proposed budget of $948,906.00 for 2010.  Robert seconded. There followed discussion about a late request from the Planning Commission for $1,300.00. ($500 education/$800 print zoning regulations).  SB felt that there was no need to adjust the budget at this point and that any expenses of this kind could be funded somewhere in the current budget. No further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

5.
SB discussed a possible $142,000.00 2009 budget surplus.  This surplus is due to many factors such as a $26,000.00 savings in legal expenses, budget surplus for 2008 and others. These numbers will also likely change after speaking with the auditors on 1/26/2010 as the deferred revenue number is not concrete.  At the least, there should be a $100,000.00 surplus according to Bob.  
Jared made a motion to add an article to the Town Meeting Warning as follows:

Shall the voters approve a sum of money not to exceed $50,000.00 to be drawn from the fund balance of year ending 2009 for the purpose of culvert replacements on Town Highways?

Robert seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.

6.
SB signed domestic partner language changes to the Personnel Rules and Policies document and attached Domestic Partner Affidavit.  
7.
Jared suggests that the Town follow the recommendation of Dubois & King regarding the bridgework needs to the North Fayston and Randall Road bridges.  See attached.  The next step would be to apply for a structures grant for the Randall Road Bridge.

8.
SB signed Excess Weight Permits for Demag Riggers & Crane Service, Inc., Hartigan Company, and Huntington Homes, Inc.

9.
SB authorized Gini Vasseur to sign the Request to Cater Malt and Vinous Beverages & Spirituous Liquors from Easy Street Market, Inc. for a ski club dinner at GMVS on 2/13/2010.
10.
SB noted the January 12, 2010 letter from the Listers to the Department of Taxes regarding an appeal of sales for the equalization study.  See attached.

11.
SB asked that Ky Koitzsch/FNRC be on the agenda next meeting re: the barn across on the Chase Brook parcel.

12.
Selectboard read mail and signed orders of 1/19/2010 and 1/25/2010.

8:30pm – Ed made a motion to adjourn. Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, meeting adjourned.

The next Selectboard meeting will be February 8, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building. 
Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis


Approved: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________


Robert Vasseur, Chair

