Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Monday, February 13, 2012
Board Present:

Robert Vasseur (Robert), Jared Cadwell (Jared) and Ed Read (Ed)
Guests:
Anna Stegemoeller, Ken and Patricia Amann, Zelda Lavanway 
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.
1.
Jared made a motion to approve minutes dated January 23, 2012. Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
2.
Ken Amann, on behalf of the Fayston Cemetery Commission, opened bids from Kingsbury Construction Co., Inc. (Kingsbury) and Mad River Garden Center regarding the excavation and backfilling of graves.  


Kingsbury came in at $750.00/excavation.


Mad River Garden Center came in at $340.00/excavation.


Both meet the criteria as outlined in the ad placed in the Valley Report on December 22, 2011 (see attached).
Jared made a motion to accept the lowest bid and scope of work from the Mad River Garden Center. Robert seconded.  Ed recused himself. No further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
There was further discussion about the need for a consistent operator to learn the proper procedures.  Ed assured the Cemetery Commission that there is only he and another who will be running the equipment and that both had been present for the grave excavation for Hanne Williams. 

3.
Zelda Lavanway (Zelda) informed the SB that the Cemetery Commission (CC) is in serious money issues and may not have enough to cover the first payment for the cemetery maintenance contract this summer. They have two funds; perpetual care and restricted (Town contributed).  The intent was that each fund would grow and with the use of the interest only, support the activities of the CC.  They are not allowed touch the principal of perpetual care by statute, and the restricted only by vote of the SB.  

Ed noted that the CC is asset rich but has very little liquid funds.  He suggests that the CC take $2000 - $3000.00 out of the restricted fund for this coming year and that the CC meet with the SB in December 2012 to discuss the possibility of the Town once again budgeting for some CC support in 2013. 


CC should also speak on Town Meeting day to let the citizens know the situation.


Robert also suggested that the SB could add a line item for this purpose by amending the budget on Town Meeting Day. 

Ken asked if the SB had any issue with the CC adding a fee of $100.00 to all burials that would go directly to the CC to help, not fix, the funding problems. SB supports that idea.


The CC will meet prior to the next SB meeting (2/27/12) and get back to the SB with their thoughts on speaking at Town Meeting and if they should request and amendment to the budget. 
4.
SB discussed the paving grant application and costs according to John Reynolds.  Ed will call Mr. Reynolds tomorrow and work out the details of his scope of work and costs.  
5.
SB reviewed the updated delinquent tax policy prepared by the DTC.  Patti Lewis (Patti) summarized the changes.  The purpose of the updated document to establish clear guidelines and dates for fairness to all as well as stress the need for sufficient payments on delinquent taxes to stop properties from falling further and further into debt.


Jared made a motion to accept the updated delinquent tax policy as presented. Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.


Although it is not necessary to make or pass the above motion as it is up to the DTC to set policy on the collection of the delinquent taxes, it is noted here as support for the direction of the policy.
6.
SB signed excess weight permits for Harvey C. Ballou, Marlin Environmental dba Hartigan and O’Casey Trucking, Inc.
7.
No Executive session was required for legal matters. Jared noted that Mr. Klesch has entered an appearance on the Regan matter and that he would contact Mr. Klesch to confirm the next mediation date on the Chapin matter.
8.
SB signed the TA-65 form for flood reimbursement funds for the German Flats Road Irene event.
The next Selectboard meeting will be MONDAY, FEBRUARY, 27 at 6:00 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building. 

Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis

Approved: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________


Robert Vasseur, Chair

