Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Monday, February 8, 2010
Board Present:

Robert Vasseur, Ed Read and Jared Cadwell
Guests:
Adam Greshin, Ky Koitszch, Corey Stevenson, Dori Ross, Patti Greene-Swift
Meeting called to order 6:30 p.m.
1.
Jared Cadwell (Jared) made the motion to approve the minutes from January 25, 2010.  Robert Vasseur (Bob) seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
2.
Adam Greshin (Adam)

Adam, who sits on the Ways and Means Committee, said one of the first things that came before them was the Current Use Program. Implemented in 1980 it has been a huge success.  There is also a huge gap between fair market value and use assessments. Over two million acres in the State of Vermont are in the program and approximately 1/3 of Fayston itself.  Town municipal tax is hold harmless, reimbursed to the Towns from the general fund.  He noted that Fayston has one of the lowest reimbursement rates ($2.2/acre, while some are as high as $9/acre) in the State and Fayston may want to explore why this is so. There is a lot of talk about how to fix these gaps and any misuse of the program. Perhaps by boosting land use change tax which would be about an eight to ten year breakeven rate vs. the current calculation which really does not deter people from using the program, paying a change of use fee at the end, while saving them much in property tax while in the program. 
Next, there was a fee bill presented to the Ways and Means Committee.  Adam feels that fees should take care of the service provided but not fund general government.  He discussed storm and wastewater fees with a current cap of $27,500.00 and the suggestion that $60,000.00 may be a new cap.  He compared this proposal to lifting the cap entirely, which would affect someone like Vermont Yankee to the tune of ½ million a year.  Again, he noted that discharge fees should be used only for that function and not general government.

Another topic Adam tells that is on everyone’s mind is Vermont Yankee. Adam thinks that they have been incompetent with the issue of underground pipes and triennium leaking into the soil.  He is not sure there will be a vote on the re-licensing agreement in this legislative session but he gets the feeling their might be.  If it does not go to vote by 2012 Vt. Yankee will just discontinue.  Jared asked what GMP and Central Vermont were negotiating for a price. No answer there but Adam noted that the purchase offer is not a compelling offer and that it is very difficult dealing with them. GMP is negotiating a new contract with Quebec Hydro.
Adam noted that people are still not working, income tax is still not good and that from a budget stand point it is going to be challenging. Asked if he thought there was political will to cut or pare down, he did not think so.  The State needs to come up with 150 million this year and 200 next. He thinks the feds will come through with 1/3 of the State’s Medicaid black hole.  25% of Vermonters are on Medicaid, which is one of the highest rates in the State.  Question is to raise taxes or cut spending in this area, both miserable options.

Unemployment is changing.  While benefits have been rising, contributions by employers have not.   Adam has lobbied for seasonality components rather than calculate based on the last two quarters (which should be based on four quarters to begin with in his opinion).  There has been lack of supervision as well.
7:25 p.m. – Jared had to leave this meeting for another.
3.
FNRC
Present were Ky, Corey and Patti GS representing FNRC and Dori Ross representing the Mad River Path Association (Path).

They would like to disassemble and rebuild the barn across from the Fayston School.  In hopes of using the space for an outdoor classroom, storage facility for Path equipment and school garden equipment as well as a display area for information on the Chase Brook Parcel itself. 
There would be many volunteers involved in the project including but not limited to: Alec’s Post and Beam, Yestermorrow students, Path members, FNRC members, and Fayston residents.

The group discussed grant opportunities and the possibility of a historical grant.  Dori is looking into these.

Insurance and on going maintenance costs were discussed and will be looked into. See attached work plan.
SB agreed that the concept was good and they would support the project.

4.
SB authorized Patti Lewis to submit EECBG Grants, one for Renewable Energy and one for Energy Retrofits.

5.
SB authorized Patti Lewis to prepare and submit structures and paving grants. She is to contact Tom Anderson about the Class 2 Road culvert that needs work on N. Fayston Road by the Vien’s property.
6.
Selectboard read mail and signed orders of 2/1/2010 and 2/8/2010.

8:30pm – Ed made a motion to adjourn. Jared seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, meeting adjourned.

The next Selectboard meeting will be February 22, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building. 
Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis


Approved: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________


Robert Vasseur, Chair

