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Press Release

June 6, 2013

Fayston School is looking to make things easier for students to walk to and around the school.  Last year, the school finished up a Travel Plan with the assistance of the Vermont Safe Route to School program.  The Travel Plan outlined what the school hoped to do in the next few years to promote more bicycling and walking. The plan looked at five separate types of actions they planned to undertake in the coming few years – providing education on safe walking and bicycling habits; encouraging more bicycling and walking through a series of school events and programs; supporting better enforcement of existing walking, bicycling and driving rules and regulations; evaluating their success on a yearly basis and upgrading the walking and bicycling environment on and around the school campus.   

The school has successfully begun several of their education, encouragement and enforcement plans and now they are beginning to undertake initial work on improving the walking conditions near the campus.  The Fayston Selectboard has secured funding from the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission (CVRPC) to undertake a feasibility study of adding sidewalks or other types of walking improvements on the campus and German Flats Road, which runs in front of the school.  
The initial part of the work on this project is gathering as much information on the existing situation as possible on and around the campus so that the development of potential improvements is based on real conditions.  As part of the study, the Fayston School and Selectboard will sponsor the project’s first public work session on June 12 at 6:30 PM at the Fayston School.  The purpose of this first public work session is to review the current conditions information, hear what the public has to say about the issues and discuss possible options and alternatives for improving walking and maybe even bicycling conditions on the campus and on German Flats Road near the school.    

The Town and School’s study team for this project is led by Broadreach Planning & Design (BRPD) with assistance from Toole Design Group and Heritage Landscapes, LLC.  Tool Design Group, with help from Broadreach Planning & Design, worked with Fayston School to complete the Travel Plan so they are already familiar with the conditions and needs of the campus.  BRPD will run the first public work session.  
The existing information can be reviewed ahead of time by going to the Broadreach Planning & Design Website, WWW.BROADREACHPD.COM and clicking on the link for Projects.  In the Current project list will be the information on Fayston School after June 9.  For more information on the work session or to send comments if you can’t attend the work session, you can also contact Broadreach Planning & Design at bikeped@gmavt.net.  

There will be two more public work sessions for this study.  At the second meeting, scheduled for July 22, 2013, BRPD will present the alternatives for public discussion.  The third meeting, scheduled for September 4, 2013, will highlight the draft final set of recommendations to give the public one last time to comment before the results of the study are finalized.  
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