Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Monday, December 14, 2009

Board Present:

Robert Vasseur, Jared Cadwell, and Ed Read
Guests:
Stuart Hallstrom, Joshua Schwartz
Meeting called to order 6:30 p.m.
1.
Jared made a motion to approve the Minutes of Selectboard (SB) Meeting dated November 25, 2009. Ed seconded, no further discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
2.
Joshua Schwartz (Joshua) – MRVPD.

Joshua came before the SB for two purposes.

1.
He went over the attached 2008-2009 Annual Data Report for the Mad River Valley. He explained that part of the original MRVPD’s Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) had been to collect this data.  It has been twelve years since the data was updated to this extent.  He had collected the data with the help of entities such as the Census and Tax Departments, Sugarbush Resort and the Center for Rural Studies. Accomplished were the following three things: a) they created the 2009 report using existing date, b) they had incorporated the Center for Rural Studies recommendations and c) had created a current database. 
2.
MRVPD’s dues request for 2010. The MRVPD has been level funded at $19,100.00 for eight years.  They are asking for a 10% increase to $21,010.00.  This would include a 4% Directors salary increase but the majority of the increase is for health insurance. The line item expense for travel and conference dropped to zero to help with the affordability of the increased benefits.  The contribution from Fayston, Warren, Waitsfield and Sugarbush are equal.
Robert asked if Joshua felt that Fayston got an equal share of attention from the MRVPD as the other Towns.   Joshua replied that the steering committee dictates what projects he works on but that he is making sure that the work plans are as equitable as possible. He does believe that the MRVPD benefits the entire Valley.  He works with the Planning Commissions for technical assistance when re-writing Town Plans. He does keep in close contact with all the Zoning Administrators (ZA) and organizing once a month meetings for the ZA’s to get together for lunch and share ideas. 

Jared asked what Joshua thought about training for the ZA as the SB gets many request from the Fayston ZA to attend trainings.  Joshua replied that there really is no one training for a ZA and that when taking the position jump right into the frying pan.  Joshua, with grant funds, has organized group trainings for the ZA's here in the Valley. 
3.
SB reviewed and authorized Robert to sign the Animal Control Agreement with the Central Vermont Humane Society.
4.
SB reviewed a proposed plow contract from Dennis (Babe) Hall.  Ted Sheehan, on Old Mansfield Road, requested that the Town plow truck plow his section of road while they are in that area.  Stuart said that it was difficult with the large plow truck but that he could go back with the pick up truck to do it but that it would not be the first on the list. In the past Babe has typically plowed that section on his way to take care of a property further down the road free of charge. Stuart spoke with Babe who is willing to do that road first but requested that he have a contract with the Town for $600.00.  After discussion the SB decided it was not a good precedent to contract with an outside company to plow Town Roads and asked that Stuart plow it as best he can with the large plow truck while he is in that area.
5.
SB approved and signed Application for Access Permit for Existing Curb Cut for Charles Bated at 1659 Center Fayston Road.  
6.
SB read mail and signed orders of 11/30/09, 12/7/09 and 12/14/09. 
7.
SB and Stuart worked on the road department budget for 2010. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
The next Selectboard meeting will be December 28, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fayston Municipal Building. 
Respectfully Submitted:

Patti Lewis


Approved: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________


Robert Vasseur, Chair

