
MINUTES OF FAYSTON PLANNING COMMISSION  
October 3, 2011
Present:  Geoff Slater, Dave Koepele, Chuck Martell, Polly McMurtry, Fred Gilbert, Joshua Schwartz, Carol Chamberlin
Meeting called to order by Dave at 7:00 pm.
Motion by Chuck to approve the minutes of July 5 as presented.  Second by Fred, no further discussion, all in favor.

Polly questioned the inclusion of Flood Hazard Area Regulations in the Fayston Land Use Regulations.  There was general consensus that these had been integrated into the regs rather than added as a separate section or chapter.  This will be checked on and verified.

Joshua Schwartz was in attendance in order to present information regarding a proposal to apply for a collaborative Municipal Planning Grant in order to fund the undertaking of a MRV Economic Development Study.  The grant would be applied for jointly with Warren, and the information generated will be available and of use to Fayston, Warren, Waitsfield, and in part to Moretown.  (Waitsfield may not participate in the grant proposal, as they are currently without an approved town plan.)  The baseline economic analysis that will result from the proposed study will provide a starting point from which to identify desired growth patterns and the inhibitors to such patterns.  New legislation requires the inclusion of and economic development element in town plans; the results of this study would provide a basis for drafting such a section in the next town plan iteration.

The PC was in agreement that, if funded, this will be a beneficial project.  The next step is for Joshua and Dave to present the information to the SB, as their approval is needed in order for Joshua to move ahead with the proposal.  Patti Lewis will be contacted regarding having this be an agenda item on October 11’s SB agenda.

Motion by Geoff to revise Article 3 (A) of the LURs to read “With the exception of accesses (curb-buts) used solely for agricultural or forestry purposes, no lot may be served by more than one access (curb cut) unless approved by the Selectboard.  The Development Review Board may approve and recommend to the Selectboard, additional accesses to properties in the event that:”

Second by Polly, no further discussion, all in favor.

Carol had proofread the current version of the proposed LURs and had raised some suggestions/questions.  These were reviewed, and changes made where the PC determined it was appropriate.  Several definitions may still need to be included; Carol will research available municipal definitions and present suggestions for ‘warming hut,’ ‘trail shelter,’ and ‘tent platform.’
Chuck raised the issue of whether a ‘well-traveled’ road creates a natural subdivision and precludes the need to go through the subdivision process with the DRB in order to create separate lots on either side of the road.  There was a question as to why the March 7, 2000 date was in the section of the regulations where this matter is addressed.  Carol will research this issue and present her findings to the Commission.
Carol was also asked to determine where in the timeline the approval of the revised regulations is at.  Dave believes that another public hearing is necessary at this point, as it has been several months since the document was presented to the Select Board.

Polly reminded the group of the Planning and Zoning Forum to be hosted by VLCT in November.  The group thought it would be beneficial for Carol to attend.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted,


Carol Chamberlin
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