
MINUTES OF FAYSTON PLANNING COMMISSION  
July 5, 2011
Present:  Geoff Slater, Dave Koepele, Chuck Martell, Laura Kingsbury, Polly McMurtry, Fred Gilbert, Joshua Schwartz, Jamey Fidel, Jens Hilke.
Meeting called to order by Dave at 7:05 pm.
Joshua (MRVPD), Jamey (VNRC), and Jens (VT Fish and Wildlife) presented information related to the Forest Wildlife Communities Project, a multi-tiered, multi-faceted collaborative undertaking implemented to help town officials and others understand the effects of development on natural resources and communities.  Specifically, the group was shown what the effects of maximum build-out would be, based upon Fayston’s current land use regulations. 
The group was shown how various data has been overlaid to create maps showing three tiers of important wildlife habitat and then a projection of maximum build-out based on Fayston’s current land use regulations.  It was explained that this maximum was for use as a base in comparing different scenarios and planning for future changes in the Town Plan or Land Use Regulations.  Data was presented regarding Fayston’s growth rate in the various zoning districts over the past 20 years, most of which has taken place in the Rural Residential districts.  What may be a discrepancy in the calculations was pointed out, and Jamey will look into the data and report back to the group.  Another map projection showing growth continuing at the current rate rather than the maximum possible was then reviewed.
Next the group discussed the Regional Housing District Plan from CVRPC, and the new requirement that towns must include how to accommodate this projected growth in the next iteration of the town plan.  The group felt that the CVRPC was over-predicting what would/could happen in Fayston in terms of growth.  It was pointed out a couple of times that some recent subdivisions have limited any further creation of building lots, and so while the zoning may be a one-acre minimum, there are actually parcels that will not be allowed to be divided into one-acre lots.
Going back to the tiered conservation priorities map, Jens pointed out that Fayston’s zoning does offer a good degree of protection but that there is always room for improvement, and more specific regulations could be put into place that would lessen the effects on natural resources.  Polly asked if these mappings/projections could be used to evaluate different scenarios as the town plan was reviewed.  The data will allow that to happen and will be available, but the actual running of projections is not something that VNRC will be likely to be able to provide.  Joshua pointed out that these tools are useful in planning, but also in educating the community and determining if plans and regulations are helping to move in the direction Fayston as a community wants to head.
The commission members thanked the group for the presentation, Jamey supplied them with “Wildlife Considerations in Local Planning” and Joshua passed out copies of a matrix of strategies for use in planning.

There was very brief discussion of the changes proposed to the regs by the selectboard, and Dave felt that he should attend the next SB meeting in order to review their concerns.  Carol will ask that he be added to their July 12 agenda.
Motion by Chuck to accept the minutes of June 20 as revised by Polly, second by Dave.  Fred abstained.  Rest in favor.

Motion to adjourn by Geoff, second by Fred.  All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted,


Carol Chamberlin
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