Town of Fayston

Development Review Board

Minutes

April 12, 2007


Members Present:
David Jones, Chuck Martel, Al Molnar, Jon Shea, Paul Sipple


Margaret Torizzo

Members Absent:
David Cain

Others Present:
Selectman Jared Cadwell, Sarah Stavraky

6:08 pm Meeting brought to order.
Introductions made among members who had yet to meet.

Vote on a chair, vice chair, whatever the board desires.
Jon Shea addressed the board with the desire to make the first order of business the vote for chair and vice chair positions. 
He informed the board that as former Chair of the ZBA he was willing to chair the DRB but opened the discussion as to whether others were interested. No other interest or discussion
Motion: Chuck Martel made the motion to nominate Jon Shea as Chair of the Development Review Board, David Jones seconded. Vote: all in favor, so moved.

Jon addressed the board with the thought that Chuck Martel would be a good candidate for Vice Chair because of his background in sub-divisions. Chuck Martel informed them that he was willing to sit as Vice Chair if the board desired. No other interest or discussion.

Motion: Paul Sipple made the motion to nominate Chuck Martel as Vice Chair of the Development Review Board, Al Molnar seconded. Vote: all in favor, so moved. 
The Chair and Vice Chair opened a discussion about the thought of creating a Secretary position for the DRB. The responsibilities of this position would included keeping track of what is still needed from an applicant that comes before the DRB (such as things that were not presented to Patti before the meeting, but were to be brought to the meeting), serve as a time keeper during the meetings, keep track of testimony from interested parties and to re-cap at the end of the meetings what is still needed from an applicant when they come before the board again. A discussion ensued. Paul Sipple questioned whether a check list of things required for applicants exists so that an applicant doesn’t appear before the DRB who is not fully prepared. It was agreed that the desire for the applicant to have as much as possible complete in advance of coming before the DRB; however this is not always a realistic goal and depends on how hard a line the board and the town wants to take with applicants. The position of Secretary would be able to present a checklist of things still required to the applicant as well as to Patti Greene-Swift. It was suggested that the person who would sit as secretary would be effectively taken out that meetings’ discussion and therefore the position should float among the members. General consensus does not agree with that point as the Secretary position is not attempting to get the details that the minute taker does; but it is to catch the technical details that the minute take might miss. It is intended to be a position of a central focus point for this information. 
In his absence, David Cain was suggested to be a good candidate secretary because of his attention to detail.

Motion: Chuck Martel made the motion for David Cain as Secretary of the Development Review Board, Jon Shea seconded. Vote: all in favor, so moved.

Rules of procedure to follow.
The Chair addressed the board concerning the rules of procedure to manage meetings/hearings. He handed out copy of the rules of procedure he adopted from the ZBA and PC which reviews a standard way to run a meeting; see attachment. Mr. Martel addressed the members concerning the Rules of Procedure and Ethics Manual from the Secretary of States office. He feels that either Rule 1 or Rule 2 in the Overview section of the manual should be adopted in its entirety by the board as it is mandated by the Secretary of State. A discussion ensued as to the differences between the two rules. Maggie Torizzo asked if this was a decision that needed to be made at this meeting as there are members present that have not read this document. It was requested that Patti make copies of this document for members to review and discuss at another meeting.

 

Day of the week to hold scheduled hearings, week(s) of the months to hold scheduled hearings, time of day to hold hearings, schedule for the next 4 months.
The members of the DRB discussed and agreed upon meeting date. General consensus was that there is a preference would be for a meeting once a month that may run a bit longer than meeting twice a month. Maggie requested that if there is a need to move to two meetings a month that the start time be re-visited.

The third Tuesday of every month at 6:00pm was agreed upon by all attending members. 
Further discussion ensued concerning attendance. As there are no alternates for the DRB the Chair requested that all members contact both him and Patti Greene-Swift well in advance if they are unable to attend a meeting so that a quorum is assured. 
The Chair informed the members that in general Patti Greene-Swift will not be attending these meetings, however her attendance will be required if there is an appeal. 
Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday May 15th at 6:00pm. At this time there are 4 applications that may have to be reviewed that evening. 
Corrections made on phone distribution list as follows: Al Molnar’s phone number is: 496-7442; Jon Shea’s work number is: 476-6631. Question brought up about which email addresses the various members prefer to be used. All members present wrote email(s) they prefer to have used; list to be sent out to all members by Sarah Stavraky.
 

Motion: Chuck Martel moved to adjourn, Margaret Torizzo seconded. Vote: all in favor, so moved. Meeting adjourned at 7:00pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Sarah Stavraky







____________________________________

Jon Shea, Development Review Board Chair
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